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LANSING MILLIS. 


A Biographical Skeich of Lansing Millis, ordered to be Prepared aud 
spread upon the Town Records, by the vote of the inhabitants of 


MILs in town-meeting assembled, April 2131, 1885. 


PREPARED RY E, 0, JAMESON, COMMITTEE OF THE TOWN, 


Lansinc ‘Mriuis, son of William and Sallie (Holt) Mil- 
lis, was born Sept. 3, 1823, in the town of Lansingburgh, 
Rensselaer Co., N.Y. William Millis, Esq., his father, $ 
the proprietor of a country hotel known as “ Holt’s Tavern,” 
on the old turnpike road between Lansingburgh and Schagh- 
ticoke, N.Y. Mrs, Sallie (Holt) Millis, his mother, was a 
woman of marked individuality, a. person of great energy 
and Christian devotion. 

Mr. Millis inherited largely his mother’s traits of courage, 
persistency, and common sense. The period of his school 
days was brief. At the age of fifteen years, his arillimetic, 
geography, grammar, and spelling-book were laid upon the 
shelf, and he put himself to the study of men and things ina 
wholesale store in New York City. Fortunately for himself 
and the world, at that early age he had <perienced in his 
young heart the love of Christ as his Saviour, and took along 
with him to the strange city, and into the great world, the 
consecrated purpose and the Principles of a Christian disciple. 
The lad of fifteen years, in a large mercantile house in a 
great city, where everything and everybody were strange to 
him, through the long months of winter, with no communica- 
tion with his home and friends, navigation being closed, must 
have been put to the test, his pluck thoroughly tried. He 
was faithful to his duties, fulfilled his term of service, and the 
experience was of hfe-long benefit. 

Subsequently he was a clerk in a retail store of his native 
village, and the Proprietor discovered in the lad traits that 
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interested him. On one occasion he presented him with a 
Bible, with these words of friendly advice: ** Lansing, you 
need to learn one thing first, that is, to say *No!’” Young 
Millis must have been quite mature for his years, for as early 
as 1841, when scarcely nineteen years of age, he commenced 
business for himself, but owing to a sudden depression in the 
wheat market, having invested heavily in that product, he 
was obliged to fail. He surrendered everything to his credi- 
tors but his honor and the clothes he Wore, and subsequently 
used the first accumulations of a more successful business. 
to pay off the old indebtedness, with the interest which had 
accrued, up to the amount of every cent. 

Mr. Millis married, April 27, 1843, Miss Harriet P. Lav- 
ender, a young lady of his native place, who in earlier years 
had come to America from Sandhurst, Kent Co., England. 
The union was a happy one, Mrs. Millis, in every way his 
equal, was to him a devoted wife, the faithful Christian 
mother to their children, and a perpetual blessing. 

Not to pursue in detail the business career of Mr. Millis, it 
is enough to say that he engaged in various branches of trade: 
at one time he was a dry goods merchant, then a dealer in 
cattle, then the proprietor of a stone quarry, and then the 
head of a large dairy farm. And at one time he drifted west- 
ward and it is said that he was the first to make regular ship- 
ments of stock from the West to the eastern markets. 

In 1855, just thirty years prior to his death, he came to 
Boston, Mass., and became the soliciting Agent in that city 
for the Michigan Southern and Northern Indiana Railroad 
Company. 

From this time onward he made this branch of business his 
calling and came to be one of the most successful and promi- 
nent railroad men in New England. From 1861 he was con- 
nected with the Vermont Central Railroad holding different 
positions of responsibility until March, 1577, he became the 
General Manager of the through freight department, which 
position he held at the time of his death. 

In 1866 he was chosen General Agent of the Commercial 
Freight Line, and in 1868 he became the President and Gen- 
eral Manager of the National Dispatch Line. In 1880 he 
became the President and Manager of the Chicago, Boston 
and Liverpool Refrigerator Company, and June, 1884, he 
was elected President of the Ogdensburg and Lake Cham- 
plain Railroad Company. , 

He thus became laden with the care and responsibility of 
various and important railroad interests and was recognized 
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As a far-seeing, able, and success{ul business manager. His 
great kindness of spirit and hearty good cheer gave him 
great influence and power of persuasion over men. He had 
a wonderful power to combine and unite different persons in 
one effort to the successful achievement of result. 

The coming of this man of large business ability and ex- 
perience to our retired country village, a few years since, 
was really the event of the century in our local history. Mr. 
Millis loved this place, its quiet, its green fields, its drives, 
and its health inspiring air. THe was amongst us a farmer, 
on a scale, it is true, to which we were not accustomed. 

He united in one, two ancient farms, known through gen- 
erations, one as the ‘Lovell Place,” the other as the 
“Wheeler Place.” These embraced some of the best land 
anywhere, and scattered here and there were the sinewy oaks 
which had wrestled with the winds and storms of a hundred 
years, and marshaled on a little knoll by the highway was a 
srove of these same stalwart giants of the forest, and in their 
honor Mr. Millis named his place * Oak Grove Farm.” Here 
was his summer residence. The generous and genial hospi- 
tality of his home, the quality of his farm products, quickly 
won for Oak Grove Farm a favorable reputation in Boston 
and all the vicinity. Mr. Millis at once took an interest in 
our local affairs, He identified himself as a Christian man 
amongst us and was wakeful and in earnest for the public 
good. He won his way to all hearts and when the time had 
come for the easterly part of Medway to become a town by 
itself the name of Millis was chosen with unanimity, in honor 
ofthe citizen we loved. We know with what reluctant modesty 
Mr. Millis consented to accept the honor. We know how 
thoroughly he became interested for the public welfare. We 
know something of his plans for the future development of the 
town, although it was the habit of the man to do the noble 
thing before he said much about it. But alas! scarcely had 
the inauguration festivities of the town transpired, when on 
the sixth day of April, the death of Mr. Millis occurred. The 
event came to us like a thunder bolt out of a clear sky. The 
good man’s work was done, and God called him, in his man- 
hood’s strength, to his heavenly service and reward. The 
personal influence of Lansing Millis for good must ever remain 
an abiding inspiration in all our hearts. And muy the history 
of this town to the latest generation, be as ennobled as was the 
life and character of him whose name we bear, and whose 
memory we hereby embalm within the pages of our municipal 
records. 
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THE PETITION 


—For— 


THE INCORPORATION OF MILLIS. 


To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General 
Court Assembled. 


Tue undersigned petitioners, citizens of Medway. respect- 
fully represent that the interests and convenience of a large 
number of the citizens of said town would be promoted by the 
incorporation of the easterly part of the said town, into a new 
town: wherefore the undersigned respectfully petition that all 
the territory within said town comprised witi,in the following 
limits: that is to say, beginning at a stone Sound at an angle 
in the boundary line. between the towns of Medway and 
Holliston about sixty rods distant from Orchard Street, and 
near the «« Nathan Plimpton place,” socalled, thence southerly 
in a straight line to the southwesterly corner of Farm and 
Village streets ; thence continuing in the same course to the 
bank of the Charles River, thence following the present 
boundary lines between the town of Medway and the towns 
of Norfolk, Medfield, Sherborn, and Holliston, to the above 
mentioned stone bound, the place of beginning, may be set 
off and incorporated into a town by the name of Mirus. 


Tue List oF Petitioners. 


E. S. Banter C. C. Darling, German S. Hosley, 
Elbridge Clark, John H. Ingraham, Henry E. Hosmer, 
Samuel Scholes, Edmund N. Clark, 
William Ingraham, Edward O'Donnell, 
Marcellus A. Ware, S. B. Smith, 
ohn Shea, Nicholas Lannigan, 
‘homas Malloy, Adin B. Blake, 
C. M. Crane, John M.McDonnongh, Lewis F. Richardson, 
Horatio Jones, Frank P. Huntley, Edmund F. Lovell, 
J. Warren Clark, A. A. Hall, Porter Boyden, 
Charles A. Bigelow, A. R. Daniels. Daniel Murphy, 
Phineas N. Spencer, Samuel H. Frink, James R. Plimpton, 
W. P, Clark, William P. Frink, Frederick Swarman, 
Reuben Kingsbury, Edward O'Donnell, Jr., Willard F. Scholes, 
‘Thaddeus M. Daniels, W. H. Harding, William T. Cody, 
Charles La Croix, Moses C, Adams, Arthur Waite, 
Alden A. Hosmer, Timothy Bullard, Daniel McCarty, 


. Eugene Adams, John Bullard, James Bowles, 


Patrick Keefe, 

James OReilly, 
Thomas Kane, 

John Kane, 

‘Patrick Costello, 
James Costello, 
‘Albert Obst, 

H. Kingsbury, 

E. L. Holbrook, 

G. F. Holbrook, 
Charles F, Spencer, 
Putnam R. Clark, 
W. H. Andrews, 
Nathaniel Adams, 
Edwin Metcalf, 
Asahel F. Lovell, 
Moses Richardson, 
Frank E. Cooke, 
‘Thomas Harding, 
Charles L. Hathaway, 
J. H. Haines, 

Blijah Partridge, 
Joseph S. Adams, 
Augustus L. Ware, 
Sils Richardson, 

F. H, Daniels, 
Welcome Adams, “4 
J. T. Waite, 
Jacob Smith, 
Patrick Higgins, 
Dennis McCarty, 
Elisha A. Jones, 
Edmund Ryan, 
J.D. Hutelinson, 
Garrity Brennan, 
‘Limothy Reilly, 
Michael McGuire, 
Hugh Kenny, 
Joseph W. Lee, 
Frank A. Henry, 
H. C. Daniels, 
John W. Tuttle, 
ie A. Hutchins, 


. B. Daniels, 

- H. Lowell, 
Daniel Malloy, 
Henry G, Spencer, 
Putnam Clark, 

H. S. Roach, 

. Powell, 

jah Clark, 

Abijah Clark, 

_H. Shannon, 
ichard Richardson, 

Patrick Crowley, 

F. O. Phillips, 

Henry M, Daniels, 

John Clark, 

A. A. Vose, 

W. H. Hall, 

Samuel J. Keniston, 


ane 


Eugene Coombs, 
Warren C. Mann, 
Malachi Brennan, 
Henry £. Gay, 
C. S.Mann, 
Metcalf Adams, 
Elevyn Smith, 
Heniy Pike, 
Fred, A. Camp, 
George Mahr, 
Henry Purdy, 
Daniel Adams, 
William Daniels, 
John B. Cassidy, 
Michael Hagerty, 
George N. Nixon, 
E. L, Richardson, 
Thomas J. Saunders, 
E. H. Holbrook, 
George B. Fisher, 
T. H. Cassidy, 
James Kenny, 
Joseph Henry, 
Noah Daniels, 
Jesse M. Bean, 
George W. Follansbee, 
Francis Keenan, 
J. M. Williams, 
E. B. Puller, 
James A. Gale, 
George H. Daniels, 
George H. Andrews, 
W. J. Arbuckle, 
Elihu Wilder, 
Frederick Hall, 
james Haley, Jr., 
{ohn C. Pond, 
John T. Greenwood, 
G. A. Crockett, 
William Gay, 
John S. Folsom, 
Lansing Millis, 
Louis La Croix, 
Fred. Smith, 
A. G. Partridge, 
E. E. Holbrook, 
Dennis Murphy, Jr., 
Dennis Murphy, 
Asa D. Morse, | 
J. Willard Daniels, 
A. P. Lovell, 
Caleb Blake, 
James L. Bickford, 
Charles A Powell, 
Israel D. Fuller, 
Charles R. Tucker, Jr., 
George E. Mason, 
S. Hyde, 
S. Huntley, 
Francis Kern, 


George C. Thrasher, 
Lemuel Clark, 


Daniel B. Messenger, 
Herbert N. Creasy, 
Charles S. Robbins, 
C.F, Cook, 
William E. Creasy, 
Alvin Wight, 
Stephen Partridge, 
S.J, Lawrence, 
C. Albert Adams, 
A.C. Grant, 
Thomas Henry, 
G. E. McCullum, 
George W. Bullard, 
Henry A. Walker, 
EB, H. Ross, 
Henry G. White, 
Lucius Pierce, 
L. S. Daniels, 
P. Dowd, 
A. A. Whitney, 
Henry Wheat, 
Seth Partridge, 
George W. Lawrence, 
L. R. Mason, 
Sumner Robbins, 
George S. Lesure, 
M. Bresnahan, 
Timothy Kane, 
Timothy Pond 
Simon Whitney, 
William S. Partridge, 
George L. Wyman, 
Austin Metcalf, 
R. P. Ross, 
A. A. Smith, 
Peter Rose, 
Charles C. Lawrence, 
George N. Barber, 
B. F. Newton, 
George M. McIntosh, 
A. P. Thayer, 
A. L. Waite, 
Simeon Fisher, 
James Coombs, 
John A. Burt, 
C. S. Williams, 
William H. Campsey, 
George H. Parker, 
Vincent Moses, 
Hugh Clinton, 

. Desmond, 
A.W. Ide, 
Clarence A. Hixon, 
Mark Smith, 
Charles Ford, 
E. P. Rogers. 
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THE ARGUMENTS 


=or— 
B. H. WILLIAMS, ESQ., 
BEFORE THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE OS ToWwNs. 
Fon — 


THE INCORPORATION OF MILLIS. 


The Opening Argument. 


Mr. Carman, anp Gentlemen or THe Commrrrer: 

It may be allowed me to make a few general remarks re- 
garding the division of towns, inasmuch as this is the first of 
several cases which will be presented for your consideration 
this session. 

My first proposition is, that the township with its local 
self-government, is the central and essential element of our 
republican institutions; and that proposition once granted, 
it becomes the duty of the Legislature to establish townships 
wherever and whenever the elements and features necessary 
for the incorporating and maintenance of a town govern- 
ment exist. 

The New England township has long been recognized as 
the greatest and most important of American institutions, 
because it determines the character of the state and national 
eat De Tocqueville spoke of New England as the 

irthplace of American institutions, because here was devel- 
oped the township with its local self-government. From the 
earliest times, the establishment of town governments seems 
to have been the actuating principle in building up the com- 
monwealth. In speaking of the Pilgrims, Mr. James M. 
Bugbee, in a paper upon **The Origin and Development of 
Local Self-Government,” says: ‘* Separate townships were 
generally formed when a body of persons inhabiting near” 
each other, but apart from the original settlement, had 
reached the point of being able to build a mecting-house, and 
contribute something toward the support of a minister.” In 
Massachusetts, towns were not incorporated until 1785: 
prior to that date they consisted of clusters of inhabitants 
dwelling near each other, which by the effect of legislative 
acts, designating them by name, and conferring upon them 
the powers of managing their own prudential affairs, became 
in effect municipal or gwas? corporations without any formal 
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act of incorporation. Thus, the legislative body of the Com- 
monwealth has been constantly called upon from the earliest 
times to define limits, confirm boundaries, ete. ; and to-day 
there is scarcely a town in the Commonwealth which has not 
been divided, or had its boundaries changed by the creation 
of a new town, at some time in its history. “Charlestown 
originally covered a territory now occupied by ten towns. 
Dartmouth has been divided five times. Call to mind the 
old towns of Abington and Bridgewater, now so changed, 
but still prospering. Thus, gentlemen of the committee, you 
see you are dealing with no new problem. 

And I believe that I am correct in Saying that it is the set- 
tled policy of the Legislature to create a new town where it 
will conduce to the convenience of the people living therein, 
and they can be governed better than within the limits of the 
whole town of which they are a part. And I believe it is a 
sound policy. The pride and glory of Massachusetts and 
New England is local sel government. * Of all governments 
in the world,” said the Hon. Thomas M, Stetson, standing 
in a similar position to mine, and speaking in behalf of the 
incorporation of Cottage City, ‘‘none have ever been better 
than the early townships of New England. For administra 
tive excellence, for economical management, for wise action 
and solid harmony, we must select the one-village towns of 
Massachusetts.” 

That towns should be solid units is much more to be 
desired than large valuations, and large populations coverin 
a wide extent er entitorp : and it has been the policy of the 
Legislature to create new boundaries, and thus make these 
solid units whenever, by reason of changes which come 
through the building of railroads, establishment of a factory, 
or settlement of a new part of the town, the unity of the 
town has been destroyed. There is no danger in the multi- 
plicity of small towns: the nearer our government is to the 
people, the safer and more healthful our institutions. Some 
one has said, ‘Municipal institutions are to liberty what 
primary schools are to science. The nation may establish a 
system of free government, but without the spirit of munici- 
pal institutions it cannot have the spirit of liberty.” 

In small towns, municipal affairs can be more easily and 
economically managed, and political duties will he better 
performed. And this is not a mere assertion, but the history 
of local self-government proves it in towns where the people 
can readily be gathered together. Call to mind the earliest 
New England towns, where all the citizens assembled sey- 
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eral times a week, and transacted all the public business. 
Again, look to Switzerland, where all will concede that the 
liberties of the people have always been safe, and where, in 
each canton, all the people aré within the sound of the 
church-bell. If T have correctly stated the policy of our 
Commonwealth as represented through its Legislature, re- 
garding the incorporation of new towns. and if such incor- 
porations tend to promote the stability of our republican form 
of government, then, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I think 
you will agree with me that the town of Millis should be in- 
corporated, provided we can prove the elements necessary 
for the support of a successful community and town govern- 
ment, without detriment to other towns in the Commonwealth. 
What, then, is it necessary to show in order to prove our 
case? In answer, I will simply quote from a report upon the 
incorporation of the town of Belmont, made by R. S. Spof- 
ford, Jr., to the Legislature of 1859 (House Doc. No. ro8): 
** As respects the creation of new towns, the rule of prac- 
tice as well as of right has come to be, that whenever the 
elements of a town are shown to exist,— that is to say. a suf- 
ficient area, population, wealth, and capability to manage 
municipal affairs,—and further shown that it is the unques- 
tionable wish of the people living upon the territory to be in- 
corporated as such, that then, if no injury shall accrue to any 
other town or interest, the Legislature, under such circum- 
stances, will, in the exercise of its power in this regard, be 
guided by the will of the people, and grant their request. 
Nay, the doctrine is still more liberal, to this extent, namely, 
that when, upon the premises suggested, the good to be ac- 
complished by incorporation is considerable to the one party, 
that is, to the petitioners, and the ill to be suffered by the 
other party, the remonstrants, is comparatively inconsidera- 
ble, when, in a word, the advantage shall counterbalance the 
disadvantage, taking into the account, of course, all possible 
relations public and local merely, that then legislation shall 
be in the behalf of petitioners. This is, and has been, the 
doctrine of Massachusetts, a wise doctrine, and, indeed, the 
only doctrine consonant with the theory of our institutions.” 
East Medway is situated on the Woonsocket division of the 
New York and New England Railroad, and is about twenty- 
three miles from Boston. Millis, if incorporated, will possess 
a church, a chapel, three school-houses, a public library, a 
public hall, a railroad station, two post-offices, an engine- 
house and a fire-department, three grocery stores, two grist- 
mills, market, two blacksmith shops, wheelwright shop, three 
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brick-yards, two cider and vinegar factories, church organ 
manutactory, organ pipe manufactory, canning factory, felt- 
ing mill, bonnet wire factory, broom manufactory, and all the 
mechanics necessary to supply the wants of the people, also 
a sufficient number of experienced men competent to manage 
“town affairs. 

The first, and perhaps one of the most important features 
of the case, and one to which I desire to call your especial 
attention, is that there is a natural division, viz., a swamp 
known as ‘* Black Swamp,” which separates the two sections 
of the town. I am frank to say that we are willing to match 
swamps with any town in the Commonwealth. This swamp, 
nearly five miles in length, and two miles in breadth, trav- 
erses the whole town, and as effectually separates East Med- 
way irom the other sections of the town as if there were built 
up a wall two hundred feet in height, and forty feet thick. 
For a proper appreciation of this case, I wish that every 
member of this committee could ride across this swamp about 
the time of the annual spring town-meeting; but, having a 
dueregard for the proper observance of the second command- 
ment, I hope you may be spared this infliction. Over this 
road the people of East Medway must trayel to reach Med- 
way Village or West Medway. In consequence, we have no 
business, social, or church relations with either the citizens 
of the Village or of West Medway: and no one has occasion 
to travel over this road except for the purpose of transacting 
town business. In this connection, I may say a division of 
this town is no new subject for discussion in Medway. It 
has been agitated for one hundred years, at least. 

The town of Medway was incorporated Oct. 25, 1713, 
being set off from Medfield. The first settlement was in the 
easterly part of the town, which now asks to be incorporated 
as the town of Millis, and has since been known as the First 
Parish. Medway Village and West Medway were subse- 
quently settled and built up; and in 1780 and in 1807 the 
people on the westerly side of the swamp proposed to ask 
that their portion should be set off, and incorporated into a 
new town; but, after a full discussion in town-meeting, the 
project was abandoned, on the ground that the old portion of 
the town, or East Medway. would not be able to support a 
town government. his objection is now removed; and it 
is worthy of remark, that the line of division then proposed 
was substantially the same as that which we now ask for; 
namely, through the middle of Black Swamp. 

The next point which we shall dwell upon, and upon 
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which great reliance has been placed in the past, when the 
matter of incorporating a new town has been before the 
Legislature, is the unanimity with which this petition has 
been signed by the residents of East Medway. Of one 
hundred and fifty-seven male inhabitants above the age of 
twenty-one years residing in East Medway, one hundred and 
fifty-two signed our petition; and, of the remaining five only 
one gentleman, to my knowledge, seriously objects; and he 
does not, and will not appear in opposition: so that we are 
practically unanimous in asking for the incorporation of this 
town; and I doubt if any petition was ever presented to the 
gislature of Massachusetts for the incorporation of a new 
town, which showed an equal degree of unanimity on the 
part of the residents within its limits. 
_ The people of any community are competent to judge what 
is necessary for their best interests ; they are the best judges 
of what their real and prominent interests demand; and, when 
they are so unanimous as they are in this case. it is a fair 
indication that their opinion is a just and proper one. John 
Smith, living in a distant part of the state, cannot tell what 
is for the best interests of the citizens of East Medway so 
well as the inhabitants of that community. The question is, 
whether the people wish to manage their own affairs? The 
inhabitants of the town of Millis feel that they are competent 
to judge what is best for their own interests ; and, as regards 
this and other advantages to be derived from the separation, 
the witnesses from East Medway will testify. 

We believe we have a sufficient number of citizens 
endowed with the requisite intelligence to manage the affairs 
of a town-government. Many who have already had expe- 
rience in that direction now reside in East Medway ; and we 
believe that it will be of inestimable value to our young peo- 

le, to give them that experience which one acquires in filling 
local offices. Above all, the incorporation of this town will. 
we have other reason to believe, arouse a feeling of town 
pride and interest which does not now, and never can, exist 
under the present arrangement. We shall have a taxable 
acreage of 6,414 acres. larger than that of fifty-three towns 
and cities in Massachusetts ; and in this fifty-three are included 
several of our towns of, large population, and several of 
our smaller cities: namely, Lawrence, Lynn, Nahant, New- 
buryport, Salem, Cambridge, Everett, Malden, and many 
others. We shall have a population of 802, and a valuation 
of $405,910; and the remaining portion of the town will have 
a population of 3,154, and a valuation of $1,247,225. 
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Tn submitting this valuation, we have omitted $277,000 + 
assessed in 1884, and belonging to the estate of the late 
Milton Sanford, and which, Fam informed, will soon be dis- 
tributed among non-residents. Our taxes, we hope to show 
will not be as highas at present, and in any event no higher. 

We believe that our incorporation will not be in any sense 
an injury to the old town of Medway, and shall call witnesses 
from that section to corroborate our opinion. 

The portion remaining will still have post-oflices, railroad 
stations, a fire-department, school-houses, stores, and, in fact, 
all the property and advantages which they now possess will 
still remain, except the poor-tarm, regarding which, there is 
now a vote upon the town records authorizing the assessors 
and selectmen to sell under certain conditions: and that it 
should be sold is the unanimous opinion of the citizens of all 
sections of the town, as I am informed. \ 

East Medway is three miles distant from Medway Village, 
and four and one-half miles from West Medway. Tt is ahont 


- two miles across Black Swamp from house to house. ‘Town- 


meetings are held in rotation in the three villages; and this 
arrangement naturally tends to an increase of expenditures, 
and, as you can readily see, is a source of inconvenience. 
Thenatural result follows.—a small attendance from the village 
at adistance. The meetings of the boards of town officers are 
generally held at the Village, frequently in the evening, and 
much to the inconvenience of the East Medway officers, who 
must drive across Black Swamp. By the incorporation of a 
new town, town business can be transacted with a great 
increase of convenience to the people of East Medway. We 
believe it will arouse an increased interest in town affairs; 
and, finally, we shall hope to show by disinterested witnesses, 
that the present arrangement tends to depreciate the value of 
real estate in East Medway. 


The Closing Argument. 


Mr. Cuairman, Anp GENTLEMEN OF THE ComMMITTER : 
The evidence having been presented to you, anda view of 
the premises having been had, it only remains for me briefly to 
recall to your minds our reasons for asking you for an act of 
incorporation as a town, and the evidence upon which those 
reasons are based. At the close of my opening remarks 
regarding the general subject of incorporation of towns, I 
read from a report of R. 5S. Spofford, Jr., regarding what 
devolved upon us to show in order to make out a case. If, 
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as I assumed, a compliance by the petitioners in their proof with 
the requirements there laid down Warrants a finding in favor 
of the petitioners, I submit that we have proved our case, and 
we are entitled to a verdict at your hands. We have shown 
that the necessary elements of a town exist: namely, a 
sufficient area, population, wealth. and capability to manage 
municipal affairs. And in doing this we have not relied upon 
the testimony of East Medway residents, but have presented 
the evidence of gentlemen living in West Medway, gentle- 
men of unquestioned character. gentlemen representing each 
of the great political parties. and gentlemen whose experience 
and familiarity with town affairs fit them to speak. The 
testimony of the Hon. M. M. Fisher and the Rev. R. K. 
Harlow, of Medway Village was to the effect that East 
Medway possessed the necessary elements for a town. 
Throughout the whole examination, not one witness even in- 
timated to the contrary. Can we do more than thus to offer to 
You the uncontradicted testimony of the prominent men from 
all sections of the town? T think not. 

I pass on to the question of showing that it is the unques- 
tionable wish of the people living upon the territory to be 
incorporated as a town. One hundred and fifty-two out 
of one hundred and fifty-seven voters ask for this petition ; 
and, of the remaining five, not one has uttered a word, or 
committed an act, indicating that he seriously objects. Can 
anything be stronger? Could greater unanimity anywhere 
exist? I think not. Of that swamp which creates a natural, 
social, religious, and business division, you can judge from 
your own observation whether the witnesses from East Med- 
way told the truth or not when they testified as they did. 
And what earthly reason our friends from Medway Village, 
admitting, as they did, that ** there was enough of a swamp 
to make a very good natural division,” what reason, I say, 
they had for calling in question the accuracy of the represen- 
tation of that swamp on our map, they only know. IF they 
appeared indirectly as opponents, I am glad the map was 
drawn as it was; for it afforded them the only hook upon 
which they could hang any objection. Talk about an accurate 
map! Why, Mr. Chairman, an accurate map never has been 
made, and never can be except in the coldest of ** snowless * 
weather, I stated in my opening, and repeated it during the 
hearing Uhat for all the practical purposes for a committee 
hearing, and of conveying a proper impression of that 
locality, that map was substantially accurate: and I re-affirm 
it now. 
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That such incorporation will benefit the new town, I 
invite your attention, not only to the testimony of all the 
witnesses of East Medway, but to that of the witnesses of 
West Medway, and especially to the testimony of Messrs. 
Eaton, of Needham, and Roberts, of Auburndale. hat it 
would not injure the old town, T will simply cite the testimony 
of Leander Daniels, the largest tax-payer west of the swamp, 
who of all men would be an interested party, and who testi- 
fied that he did not think that his taxes would be increased 
by a division as we proposed, and that it would be no disad- 
vantage to the old town. The only intimation that such a 
division would be a source of injury to any section of the 
town.is from the testimony of Messrs. Fisher and Harlow, of 
the Village, who fear that West Medway will then hold the 
people of the Village in subjection, The fact, brought out 
on the cross-examination of Mr. Fisher,that to-day, and for 
several years past, West Medway is and has been, able to 
defeat the combined vote of the Village and East Medway, 
would seem a sufficient answer to that suggestion. While 
there is nothing to indicate that West Medway would thus 
abuse its power, suppose, for the sake of argument, she did. 
Ts an act of incorporation to be withheld from Millis? No. 
With the testimony and facts before you, I submit that we 
come within the provisions of the doctrine referred to by Mr. 
Spoftord, namely, «that when upon the premises suggested” 
(i. e., sufficient area, population, wealth, capability to man- 
age municipal affairs, and the unquestionable wish of the 
people), ‘+ the good to be accomplished by incorporation is 
considerable to the one party, and the ill to be suflered by 
the other is comparatively inconsiderable ; when, in a word, 
the advantage shall counterbalance the disadvantage, then 
legislation shall be in behalf of petitioners.” 

Now a word as to the line. The line we propose was 
fixed advisedly with a view to doing as little injury to 
property as possible, and at the same time make a fair and 
equitable division. As shown in evidence, our line cuts only 
three farms: does not materially change school districts, 
taking two families from the western section, and giving 
one; and, what is of most importance, passes through the 
swamp, where land is of little value. The matter of schools 
Was waived during the examination; and I will not dis- 
cuss it further than to say that we think we are able, and 
we propose, to give our children'as good school advantages 
as they now enjoy; and our people believe in educating their 
children. In short, Mr. Chairman, we appear as the weaker 


Ghg Commonwealth; aff Massachusetts. 


THE ACT OF THE INCORPORATION OF MILI 


Be it enacted by the Senate and Hause of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows: 


Section r. All that part of the town of Medway com- 
prised within the following limits: that is to say, beginning 
at a stone bound at an angle in the boundary line between 
the towns of Medway and Holliston, about sixty rods distant 
from Orchard Street, and near the Nathan Plimpton place, 
so called, and running southerly in a straight line to the 
northwesterly corner of Farm and Village streets; thence 
continuing in the same course to the middle of Charles 
River; thence following the present boundary lines between 
the town of Medway and the towns of Norfolk, Medfield, 
Sherborn, and Holliston, to the above-mentioned stone bound, 
the place of beginning, is hereby set off from Medway, and 
incorporated a town by the name of Millis; and the town of 
Millis is hereby invested with all the powers, privileges, 
rights and immunities, and made subject to all the duties and 
liabilities of other towns of the Commonwealth. 

Sec. 2. The inhabitants and estates within the territory 
hereby set off and the owners of such estates shall be holden 
to pay all taxes assessed and in arrears to the same persons, 
and such taxes may be collected in the same manner as if 
this act had not been passed; and until the next state valua- 
tion, the town of Millis annually, in the month of November, 
shall pay to the town of Medway one-quarter of all the estate 
and county taxes that shall be assessed upon Medway ; and 
the assessors of Medway shall return the valuation of the two 

. 


22", 
. 

towns, respectively, to the secretary of the Commonwealth 
and to the county commissioners of the county of Norfolk. 
_ SEC. 3. The towns of Millis and Medway shall be 
liable, respectively, for the relief and support of all persons 
now or hereafter needing aid as paupers, who may or have 
derived or acquired a settlement within their respective limits. 
And the town of Millis shall pay annually to the town of 
Medway such Proportion of all costs for the relief and sup- 
Port of persons now or hereafter needing aid as paupers, who 
may or have derived or acquired a settlement by reason of mil- 
itary service as part of the quota of Medway, or who cannot 
be located on the site, whence their settlement is derived or 
whereon it was acquired, as the valuation of the town of 
Millis bears to that of Medway as it is now bounded, accord- 
ing to the last state valuation prior to said relief and support. 

SEc. 4. Existing rights of action in favor of or against 
the town of Medway may be instituted and prosecuted, or 
defended by said town in the same manner and with like 
effect as before the passage of this act, and the amount re- 
covered therein shall be paid or received as the case may be 
by the town of Medway, and reckoning costs and expenses, 
including counsel fees, shall be divided between the towns in 
the ratio of one-fourth to Millis and three-fourths to Medway. 

Src. 5. The corporate property of the town of Med- 
way, both real and personal, in being at the time of passage — 
of this act, and the town debts then existing, shall be divided 
between the towns in the ratio of one-fourth to Millis and 
three-fourths to Medway. The towns shall severally retain 
and hold all the real and personal property now within their 
respective limits, upon a valuation to be agreed by the boards 
of selectmen of both towns in concurrence, and differences in 
valuation shall be equalized and balances adjusted by appor- 
tionment of the town funded debt. In case of a failure to 
agree upon a valuation or division of the assets and liabilities, . 
the same shall be determined by a board of three commis- 
sioners, neither of whom shall be residents of either of said 
towns, to be appointed by the superior court for the county 
of Norfolk in term time or vacation, upon petition of either 
town with notice to the other. The commission so ap- 
pointed shall sit and after hearing both parties, determine the 
matters of disagreement aforesaid, and return their award 
into said court, and the award of the majority, when accepted 
by the court, shall be final; and said court may issue any 
writ or make any order thereon necessary to carry the same 
into effect. The award may be set aside for fraud or mani- 
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fest error, but for no other cause, and thereupon may be re- 
committed to the same or other commissioners to be appointed 
for the same purpose, with like powers and duties, as afore- 
said. 

Src. 6. The town of Millis shall, until otherwise provided 
by law, continue to be a part of the Ninth Congressional Dis- 
trict, of the second councillor district, of the Second Norfolk 
Senatorial District and the eighth Norfolk Representative 
District; and at all elections the inhabitants of the town of 
Millis shall vote at polling places to be furnished within the 
town, The selectmen and clerk of the town of Millis shall 
make returns of elections as if the town had existed at the 
time of the formation of said districts. 

Sec. 7. Any justice of the peace within and for Nor- 
folk County, residing in the town of Millis, may issue his 
warrant, directed to any inhabitant of said town, requiring him 
to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof, qualified to vote in 
town affairs, to meet at the time and place therein appointed, 
for the purpose of choosing all such officers as towns are by 
law authorized and required to choose, at their annual meet- 
ings; and said warrant shall be served by posting copies 
thereof, attested by the persons to whom the same is directed, 
in three or more public places in the town of Millis, seven days 
at least before such time of meeting. Such justice, or in his 
absence, such inhabitant required to notify the meeting, shall 
preside until the choice of moderator in said town-meeting. 
The selectmen of the town of Medway shall, before said 
meeting, prepare a list of voters in the town of Millis, qual- 
ified to vote at said meeting, and shall deliver the same to 
the person presiding at such meeting before the choice of 
moderator thereof. 

Sec. 8. The town of Millis shall bear the expense of 
making the necessary surveys and establishing the lines 
between the towns of Medway and Millis. 

Sec. 9. The town of Medway shall pay to the town of 
Millis a quarter part of whatever amount may hereafter be 
refunded to said town of Medway, from the State or United 
States, to reimburse it for bounties to soldiers, or state aid 
heretofore paid to the families of soldiers after deducting all 
reasonable expenses. 

See. ro. Allrights heretofore secured to existing cor- 
porations upon the territory hereby incorporated shall continue 
as though this act had not been passed. 

Sec, 11. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 


Approved by the Législature and signed by the Governor, February 24, 1885. 


ate the town of 
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Mitlis, March 3, 1885. Pursuant to warrant lawfully 
posted, the inhabitants of the town of Millis met in Partridge 
Hall and were called to order by Willard P. Clark, Justice 
of the Peace. After prayer by the Rev. E. O. Jameson, the 
warrant was read. 

The first article taken up : ‘To choose a moderator to pre- 
side at said meeting,” and votes were called for a moderator. 


On motion of Dr, John S. Folsom, 


Voted, That Mr. Silas Richardson (the oldest voter, aged ninety-three 
years) cast the ballot for moderator, which, he cast for Lansing Millis who 
was declared unanimously chosen as the first moderator in the town of Millis, 


On motion of Louis La Croix, 


Voted, That the several boards, except clerk, treasurer, constable, au- 
ditor, and collector, consist of three each. 


On motion of A. L. Ware, 


Voted, ‘The ballot reading J. H. Haines, for assessor, be counted as for 
James H. Haines. 


W. P. Clark here read a letter from the selectmen of Med- 
way stating **that all persons having demands against the 
town of Medway up to Feb. 24, 1885, must present them 
to the treasurer on or before March 7.” 

The moderator appointed Marcellus A. Ware and George 
F. Holbrook, and they were sworn as tellers to check the 
names of persons voting, and to count the ballots. Upon the 
suggestion of Samuel Huntley, Dr, John S. Folsom moved, 
and it was voted, that a temporary clerk be appointed. The 
moderator appointed Augustus L. Ware temporary clerk, and 
he was sworn. 

The second article taken up: ‘To choose all such 
officers as towns are by law authorized and required to choose 
at their annual meetings.” 

On motion of Dr. John. S. Folsom, Mr. Silas Richardson 
cast the first ballot for town officers, 

On motion of Louis La Croix, 


Voted, That the name upon the ballot for overseer, reading ‘John W. 
uttle,” be counted for John W. Tuttle. 


The moderator here read a congratulatory letter from the 
selectmen of the town of Bourne, which was received with 
enthusiasm. 

Mrs. Eliza A. Hill, Mrs. Sarah E. Spencer, and Miss 
Anna A. Hosmer were present at the meeting, the first two 
mentioned casting their ballots for school committee. 
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The polls were closed at 11.25 A. M., and the result de- 
clared as follows, viz. : 
Whole number of ballots cast 105 : including women, 107. 


For Selectmen: 
Lansing Millis received 105 votes. ) 
John S. Folsom + Tos“ | Sworn by Louis La Croix. 
Willard P. Clark « | . 
For Town Clerk and Treasurer 
Louis La Croix, received 91 votes. Sworn by Willard P. Clark, Jj. P. 


For Assessors: 

pea: H. Haines received 105 votes.) Sworn by 

‘oses C. Adams. a 10g‘ Willard P! Clark. J. P. 

William Daniels = 104 + ‘J (Declined to serve.) 
For Overseers of the Pooy: 

John W. Tuttle received 104 votes. Sworn by 

HoratioJones = ** tog. } wie P. Clark, J. P. 

William Daniels * 10g (Declined to serve.) 
For School Committee : 

Ephraim O. Jameson received Tos votes, For one year. 


Augustus L. Ware “106 For two years. 
J. Warren Clark “10g “For three years. 
For Constable: 
John W. Tuttle received 104 votes. Sworn by W. P. Clark, J. P. 
For Auditor : 


Jeremiah B. Daniels received 105 votes. 


For Collector: 
John W. Tuttle received 104 votes. Sworn by W. P. Clark, J. P. 


For Highway Surveyors: 
Lansing Millis received ros votes. ) 2 
John 8. Folsom * ros * + Sworn by Louis La Croix. 
illard P. Clark roq "J 


For Fence Viewers: 
Moses Richardson received 105 votes. } Swormite 


edwin Metal «288 fwillard P. Clark, J.P. 


Lewis F. Richardson “ tog 


William Daniels having declined to serve as overseer and 
assessor, on motion of A. L. Ware. 


Voted, To proceed to elect overseer of the poor and assessor in place 
of Mr. Daniels, and the result of the ballot was as follows: 


For Assessor : 
George C. Thrasher received 38 votes. Sworn by W. P. Clark, J. P. 


For Overseer of the Poor - 
Thomas Harding received 3r votes. Sworn by W- P, Clark, J. P. 


The meeting then udjourned. Attest: 
Aucusrus L. Ware, Temporary Clerk. 
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Srconp Town-Mrerine, Sarurpay, Marcu 14, 1885. 


‘Tue COMMONWEALTH OF MassAcnuseEtrs. 
Norfolk SS: 
‘Yo Joun W. Turrie, Constable of the Town of Millis, Greeting: 

In the name of said Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify 
and warn the inhabitants of said town, qualified to yote in town affairs, to 
mect at Partridge Hall, in said town, on Saturday, the ryth inst., at one 
o'clock p. m,, then and there to act upon the following Articles : 

Argticte I. To choose a moderator tor said meeting. 

Arricre II, ‘To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. 

ARTICLE III. To vote Yes or No on the question “ shall licenses for the 
sule of intoxicating liquors be granted in this town.” The vote on theabove 
to be on a separate ballot, 

Axticte IV. To see if the town will accept the list of jurors as prepared 
by the selectimen, and posted according to law. 

Article V, To see if the town will authorize the treasurer, with the 
approval of the selectmen, to borrow money in anticipation of taxes. 

Articte VI. To see whatcompensation the town will allow the collector 
for his services. Also to see if any discount will be allowed on taxes paid 
before a certain date, to be fixed by the town, and what interest, if any, shall 
be charged on any taxes remaining unpaid at that date, or act upon any 
matter or thing respecting the collection of taxes. 

Axiicte VIL. To see what disposition the town will make of the money 
refunded by the County, on account of dog taxes. 

Armicte VIII. To grant money forall necessary town expenses. 

Arricte IX. To see if the town will furnish tuition and transportation 
to such scholars as are qualified and wish to attend the High School in Med- 
way, or act on any matter or thing respecting the same. 

Articte X. To see if the town will purchase an improved road scraper, 
or act on any matter respecting the same. 

Articte XI. To hear the report of the selectmen on guide boards. 

Arricte XH. To direct the treasurer on whose authority to pay out 
money. 

Berrien XU. To see if the town will authorize the continuance and 
maintenance of the fire department as now established, or act on any mat- 
ter relating to the same. . 

Articte XIV, To see if the town will authorize the selectmen to fur- 
nish proper accommodations for town officers. 

And you are directed to serve this warrant by posting attested copies 
thereof at three public places, in said Millis, at least seven days before the 
time of said meeting. 

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings there= 
on, to the town clerk at or before the time of said meeting. 

Given under our hands this fifteenth day of March, in the year of our 


Lord, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-five. 


Lanstxe Mitts, 1 
Joun S. Forsom, 
Wittarp P, Crarx, | 
Millis, March 7, 1885. This certifies that in compliance with the within 
warrant I have notified the inhabitants of the town of Millis to meet at the 
time and place and for the purposes specified by posting an attested copy 
thereof at each of the churches and post-offices in town, more than seven 
days before the time of meeting. Joun W. Turrre, Constable. 


Millis, March rg, 1885. Pursuant to warrant, the citizens 
of the town of Millis assembled at Partridge Hall and were 
called to order by the town clerk. After prayer by the Rev. 


Selectmen of Millis. 
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E. O. Jameson, the first article was taken up: ** To choose a 
moderator for the meeting,” and Lansing Millis was unani- 
mously elected as moderator of the meeting. 

The moderator appointed Marcellus A. Ware and George 
F. Holbrook as tellers to check the names of all persons vot- 
ing and to sort and count the votes cast. They were sworn 


by W. P. Clark, Justice of the Peace. 
Second article was taken up: **To choose all necessary 
town officers for the ensuing year,” 
he whole number of ballots cast was twelve, and the 
following officers were unanimously elected: 


‘Selectmen.—Lansing Millis, John S. Folsom, Willard P. Clark. 

Town Clerk and Treasurer.—Louis La Croix. 

Assessors.—James H. Haines, Moses C. Adams, George C. Thrasher. 

Sipescers of the Poor.— John W. Tuttle, Horatio Jones, Thomas Harding. 

School Commitice— Ephriam O. Jameson, for one year; Augustus L. 
Ware, for two yeurs; §. Warren Clark, for three years. 

Coustable.— John W. Tuttle. 

Auditor— Jeremiah B. Daniels. 

Collector.—John W. Tuttle. 

Highway Surveyors.— Lansing Millis, John S. Folsom, Willard P. Clark. 

Fence Veewers.— Moses Richardson, Edwin Metcalf, and Lewis F. 
Richardson. 

The following officers were elected by nomination: 

Field Driver.— Charles La Croix. 

Pound Keeper.— Putnam R. Clark. 

Measurer of Wood.— George C. Thrasher, sworn by W. P. Clark, J. P. 

Public Wetghers.— Charles La Croix, J. B. Daniels, Frederick Swar- 
man, Edmund N. Clark, J. W. Farwell. Sworn by L. La Croix, Town Clerk. 

Third article was taken up: ‘To vote, Yes or No on the 
question shall license for the sale of intoxicating liquors be 
granted in this town.” 

Sixty-five ballots were cast, being a unanimous * NO.” 

Fourth article was taken np: ‘To see if the town will 
accept the list of jurors as prepared by the selectmen, and 
posted according to law.” The list as prepared and posted 
was: 

Elbridge Clark, E. Eugene Adams, Walter H. Andrews, Adin P. Blake, 
Asahel F. Lovell, Putnam R. Clark, George B. Fisher, Frank E. Cook, 
fohn Shea, Frederick Swarman, Henry M. Daniels, Henry E. Hosmer, 

liram E. Kingsbury: and it was 


Voted, On motion of Samuel Huntley, that the list be accepted. 


Fifth article was taken up: ‘To see if the town will 
authorize the treasurer with the approval of the selectmen to 
borrow money in anticipation of taxes.” 

Voted, On motion of Willard P. Clark, that the selectmen may anthorize 
the treasurer to borrow money temporarily in anticipation of the collection 


of taxes, should the same in their judgment be necessary, and to give the note 
or notes of the town therefor, sighed by such treasurer. and countersigned 
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by the selectmen. And no note shall be valid against the town unless both 
treasurer and selectmen have signed the same. 

Sixth article was taken up: ‘*To see what compensation 
the town will allow the collector for his services. Also to see 
if any discount will be allowed on taxes paid before a certain 
date to be fixed by the town, and what interest, if any, shall 
be charged on any taxes remaining unpaid at that date, or act 
upon any matter or thing respecting the collection of taxes.” 

Voted. On motion of W. P. Clark, that the collector be paid one per 
cent, of all taxes, collected by him, provided that he collect the whole tax com- 
mitted to him, and not abated, before the first day of February next, and that 
in his failure so to do he shall receive no compensation for his services, 

Voted, On motion of W. P. Clark, that the taxes of those who pay a poll 
tax only shall be payable on the first day of August next, and that all other 
taxes be payable on the first day of December next, with interest at seven 
per cent. per annum, after said December first, if not p 

Seventh article was taken up: ‘‘ To see what disposition 
the town will make of the money refunded by the County on 
account of dog taxes.” 

Voted, On motion of John S. Folsom, that the money refunded by the 
County on account of dog taxes be appropriated as a nucleus for a public 
library. 

Eighth article was taken up: ‘* To grant money for all 
necessary town expenses.” 

Voted, On motion of John S. Folsom, that the whole matter of schools, 
school incidentals, transportation and tuition, be left with the school com. 
mittee, they not to exceed two thousand dollars. 

The following sums were appropriated for the several de- 
partments : 


On motion of J. S. Folsom, 4 a Schools, : - $2,000 00 
On motion of J. W. Clark, - +  Roadsand Bridges, - 800 00 
On motionof J: W- Tuttle, - - Poor, - - - = 8000 
On motion of M. A. Ware, - - Fire Department, - — 250 00 
Snow Bills, - = — 1@0 00 

On motion of S. W. Huntley, - - { bebe and Interest,  - 200 00 
Incidentals, - = - 500.00 

On motion of W-. P. Clark, ef. Safe and Book-case, - 250 00 
On motion of S. W. Huntley, -  -  Surveyand Bounds, - 100 00 
On motion of S. W. Huntley, - = - Road Machine, = 200 00 
‘Total, ee saan STE Sik |e y-SVas ROOT OO) 


Ninth article was taken up: ‘* To see if the town will fur- 
nish tuition and transportation to such scholars as are quali- 
fied and wish to attend the high school at Medway, or act on 
any matter or thing respecting the same.” 

Voted, To dismiss the article. 


Tenth article was taken up: ‘*To see if the town will 
purchase an improved road-scraper, or act on any matter re- 
specting the same.” F 


30 


Voted, On motion of George W. Follansbee, that the town purchase 
one improyed road-scraper; the selectmen to have charge of the business. 

Eleventh article was taken up: ‘To hear the report of 
the selectmen on guide boards. The report was read, and on 
motion, 

Voted, To accept the same and place it on file. 

‘Twelfth article was takenup: ‘To direct the treasurer 
‘on whose authority to pay out money.” 

._ Voted, On motion of M, A. Ware, that the treasurer pay only euch 
bills against the town as are approved by the board having authority to con- 
tract them, and by the selectmen. 

‘Thirteenth article was taken up: ‘To see if the town will 
authorize the continuance and maintenance of the fire de- 
partment as now established, or act on any matter relating to 
the same.” 

Voted, On motion of M. A. Ware, that the fire department be con- 
tinued as heretofore, but at reduced pay; firemen to receive poll tax for their 
services. . 

Fourteenth article was taken up: ‘To see if the town will 
authorize the selectmen to furnish proper accommodations for 
town officers.” On motion, 

Voted, That the selectmen be authorized to furnish suitable accommo- 
dations for town officers. 

On motion of John M. Crane, 

Voted, That the pay of laborers for the town be left with the selectmen. 

On motion of George C. Thrasher, 

Voted, That all officers not elected, be appointed by the selectmen. 

The following letter was received and read by the mode- 
rator: 


Millis, March 14, 1585. To tue SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF MILLIS. 
GenTLemeN: It seems most proper that the small triangular piece of land, 
between the roads, in front of Partridge Hall, should belong to the town of 
Millis. If you hold the same views, I hereby tender to the said town, through 


you, a conveyance of the same. Yours truly, 
(Signed) Georce L. Ricuarpson. 


On motion of John S. Folsom, 
Voted, That the offer of Mr. Richardson he accepted, and that a yote of 
thanks be extended to him. 
On motion of A. L. Ware, 
Voted, That the town approves of the doings of the selectmen in relation 
to settlement with the town of Medway. 
On motion of J. W. Clark, 


Voted, That on all town bounds v highway, the whole name, Millis, be 
marked on our side instead of the initial. 
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On motion of John S. Folsom, 


Voted, A committee of five, viz., Moses C. Adams, Francis Keenan, 
Moses Richardson, A. P. Lovell, and Elbridge Clark, were Appointed to 
visit the town property and report. 

‘The committee reported that in their opinion it was not advisable for 
the town to sell the town farm for $4,500, the sum which was offered. 


Meeting adjourned. * 
Attest: Louis La Crorx, Zown Clerk. 


Turrv Town-MEETING, MonpaAy, Marcu 23, 1885. 


‘Tur COMMONWEALTH OF Massacuuserrs. 
Norfolk, SS: 


To Joun Torrie, Constable of the Town of Millis, Greeting: 


Tn the name of said Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify 
and warn the inhabitants of said town, qualified to vote in town affairs, to 
meet at Partridge Hall, in said town, on Monday, the 23d inst., at seven and 
one-half o’clock P. M., then and there to act upon the following articles, viz. : 

ArticLe I, To choose a moderator for said meeting. 

Axticte If, To authorize the selectmen to borrow $4,500 to pay the 
debt duc the town of Medway, April 1, 1885, us per agreement. 

Articre III. To authorize the sale of the town farm and wood lot at 
Stony Plain. — 

Arricre lV. To choose an agent or agents to sell and convey said 
farm and wood lot. : a 

Artiere V. To determine upon the manner of calling future town- 
meetings. 

And you are hereby required to notify said inhabitants by posting 
an attested copy of this warrant at each of the churches and post-oflices in 
said town at least seven days before the time of said meeting. 

Hereof fail not, and make due return of this warrant with your doings 
thereon to the town clerk at the time and place of said meeting. 

Given under our hands this sixteenth day of March, in the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five. Tienes 


|. S. Forsom, } seecien of Millis. 
y. P. Crary, 

Millis, March 13, 1885. ‘This certifies that in compliance with the within 
warrant, I have notified the inhabitants of the town of Millis to meet at 
the time and place, and for the purposes specified, by posting an attested copy 
at each of the churches and post-offices in the town, not less than seven 
days before the time of meeting. Joun W. Turtre, Constable. 

Pursuant to warrant, the citizens of the town of Millis 
assembled at Partridge Hall, and were called to order by the 
town clerk. 

After prayer by the Rev. E. O. Jameson, the first article 
was taken up: ‘*’To choose a moderator for said meeting,” 
and Lanstne Miuis was unanimously elected as moderator 
of the meeting. 

Second article was taken up: ‘Vo authorize the select- 
men to borrow $4,500 to pay the debt due the town of Med- 
way, April 1, 1885, as per agreement.” 

On motion of J. W. Clark, 
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Voted, That the selectmen be authorized to bo: d to i 
the notes ofthe town forthe same. on RO repays strc 

Third article was taken up: ‘*To authorize the sale of 
the town farm and wood lot at Stony Plain.” 

On motion of Moses Richardson, 

Voted, That the town sell the farm and wood lot. 

Fourth article was taken up: ‘To choose an agent or 
agents to sell and convey said farm and wood lot.” 


On motion of J. W. Clark, 

Voted, That a committee of five be nominated; to retire and consult; and 
report three names as agents to sell and convey the town property. 

Marcellus A. Ware, John Bullard, and Elisha A. Jones, 
were reported and accepted as agents to sell the town prop- 
erty. 

On motion of J. W. Clark, 

Voted, That the committee haye full power to cell, convey, settle price 
and time. 

Fifth article was taken up: ** To determine upon the man- 
ner of calling future town-meetings.” 

On motion of W. P. Clark, ~ 

Voted, That all town-meetings be notified by posting a copy of the war- 
rant calling the same, at each of the churches and post-offices in town, at 
least seven days before the day appointed for the meeting. 

The following communication was received and read be- 
fore the meeting ; 


Millis, March 19, 2855. At a meeting of the East Medway Circulating 
Library Association held this evening it was yoted unanimously that the 
secretary do and is hereby authorized to tender to the selectmen of the town 
of Millis, all the books in our postession (about three hundred and twenty- 
five) known as the * East Medway Circulating Library,” as a foundation of 
a free public library for the town of Millis. Also voted that if the came be 
accepted by the town, the treasurer of the library association pay to the 
selectmen of Millis all moneys in the treasury, the same to be used only for 


the purchase of books. 
(Signed) Henry E. Hosmer, 
Secretary E. M. C. L. Asse’. 


On motion of John S. Folsom, 


Voted, That the town of Millis accept of the offer of the Library Associ- 
ation. 


On motion of E. O. Jameson, 


Voted, That the town of Millis return a vote of thanks to the Library 
Association for their very generous offer. 


The meeting then adjourned. 
Attest: Louis LA Crom, Zown Clerk. 
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Fourra Town-Meetine, Tugspay, Aprix 21, 1885. 


‘Tue CommMonweaLti oF MAssacnuserts. 
Norfolk, SS. 


To Joun W. Turrie, Constable of the Town of Millis, Greeting 


Tn the name of the Commonwealth aforesaid, you are hereby required to 
notify and warn the inhabitants of said town qualified to vote in town 
affairs, to mect at Partridge Hall, in suid town, on Tuesday, the 2tst inst., 
at two o'clock Pp. M., then and there to act on the following articles, viz. 

Arricte I. To choose a moderator for said meeting. 

Arricie II, To fill the vacancy in the offices of selectman and high- 
way surveyor, occasioned by the death of Lanstnc MILLis. 

Articce III, To see if the town will make provisions and arrangements 
concerning truants and absentees, as retest ir law, viz.: A place for 
truants and by-laws for truant officers, and act upon anything pertaining 
thereto, as per Public Statutes, Chap. 48, Sec. ro. 

Arricte IV. To see if the town will authorize some person or persons 
to lease the poor farm and buildings, either or both, and if so, upon what 
terms and conditions. 

Articce V. To see if the town will ratify and confirm the agreement 
entered into on March 7, 1885, by and between the selectmen of the towns of 
Medway and Millis, regarding the division of property of the town of Medway 
in being at the time of the incorporation of the town of Millis; the sale of 
the personal property on the poor farm; and the adjustment of the town 
debt; and will authorize its selectmen to sign, execute, and pass all papers, 
and do any other act or thing necessary to carry out the provisions of said 
agreement and sale, and the adjustment of the town debt, and the rental 
of the poor farm; and will authorize its selectmen to pay the town of Med- 
way the sum of $4,500. 

Agticte VI. To see if the town will authorize the treasurer, with the 
approval of the selectmen, to hire money in anticipation of taxes and to issue 
the notes of the town therefor. 

Articte VII. To see if the town will authorize the treasurer, with the 
approval of the selectmen, to borrow the sum of forty-five hundred dollars to 
pay the debt due the town of Medway, as per agreement, and to issue the 
notes of the town therefor. 

And you are directed to serve this warrant by posting an attested copy 
hereof at each of the churches and post-offices in said town, at least seven 
days before the time of holding said meeting. 

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon 
to the town clerk at the time and place of holding said meeting. 

Given under our hands this thirteenth day of April in the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five. 


Joun S.Forsom, 
Wirrarp P. Crarx, | 


Millis, April 15, 1885. ‘This certifies that in compliance with the within 
warrant, I have notified the inhabitants of the town of Millis to meet at the 
time, and for the purposes specified, by posting an attested copy thereofateach 
of the churches and post-offices in town, not less than seven days before the 
time of meeting. Joun W. Turte, Constable of Millis. 

Millis, April 21, 1885. Pursuant to above warrant meet- 
ing was called to order by town clerk, and after prayer by 
the Rey. E. O. Jameson, 

First article was taken up: ‘*To choose a moderator for 
said meeting,” and Witt1Am Dantexs was elected as moder- 
ator of the eee 

The Rev. E. O. Jameson made the following motion, viz. : 

In view of God's afflictive providence in the removal by 


Selectmen of Millis. 
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death of our distinguished citizen, honored townsman, and 
much respected friend, Lansinc Minus, it is hereby moved 
that a committee of three Persons be appointed by the moder- 
ator to prepare and report to the town appropriate resolu- 
tions for their adoption. 

The motion was unanimously voted, and the moderator 
appointed the Rey. E. O, Jameson, James H. Haines, and 
Dr. John 8. Folsom as a committee on resolutions. 


Report or Commirrer ox Resorutions. 


Your committee on resolutions in view of the death of our 
distinguished and much respected townsman, Lansing Mitis, 
beg leave hereby to report the following : 

Resolved, That it is a most mysterious and afflictive proyi- 
dence of God which has removed from this town by death, 
Mr. Millis, in whose honor the town was named, and whose 
personal presence was an inspiration, the quality of whose 
manhood was uplifting, and the nobleness of whose character 
commanded universal and hearty Tespect. 

Ltesolved, That the town in this event has met with a 
sad and irreparable loss, and deeply mourns a faithful officer, 
a loyal citizen, and a generous friend. 

Resolved, That the kind and genial spirit with which he 
presided as moderator of our meetings ; that the wise, liberal, 
and intelligent views he expressed, and to-which he adhered 
as chairman of our board of selectmen, and that his personal 
fidelity and influence in all the affairs which concern our - 
municipality, are worthy of our admiration and the imitation 
of all calledto fill positions in the ordering of our town affairs 
and to be honored and remembered by us all. 

feesolved, That as citizens of the town of Millis, we will 
imitate the virtues and hold in revered and honored memory 
our lamented townsman, whose distinguished name we bear 
and of whom God hath so soon bereft us. 

Resolved, That the bereaved family and relatives have 
the sincere sympathy of the town in their loss of a tender hus- 
band, a loving father, and an affectionate friend. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be placed upon the rec- 
ords of the town, and a copy of the same be transmitted to the 
afflicted family. £0. Jameson, 

J. H. Harnes, t Committee. 
J. S. Forsom, 
The above resolutions were unanimously adopted by the 


town, [Se 
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Second article was taken up: ‘To fill the vacancy in the 
offices of selectman and highway surveyor, occasioned by the 
death of Lansing Millis.” 

The moderator appointed Marcellus A. Ware and George 
F. Holbrook as tellers to receive, sort, and count the ballots 
cast for selectman and highway surveyor; they were sworn 
by the town clerk. 

‘The whole number of votes cast was fifty-eight: of which 
Elihu S. Fuller received 39. He was declared elected, and 
was sworn by the town clerk, 

Third article was then taken up: ‘* To see if the town will 
make provisions and arrangements concerning truants and 
absentees as required by law, viz.: a place for truants, and 
by-laws for truant officers, and act upon anything pertaining 
thereto as per Public Statutes, Chap. 48, Sec. 10.” 

On motion of E. O. Jameson, 


Voted, That this town make provisions and arrangements concerning 
habitual truants and absentees from school, by providing some suitable place 
for the confinement, discipline, and instruction of uch children, and by the 
adoption of such by-laws in relation to truants and truant officers as shall be 
msot conducive to the welfare of truant children, and to the good order of the 
town, and shall meet the requirements of the Public Statutes of this Com- 
monwealth. 


On motion of John S. Folsom, 
Voted, That the town adopt the following 


Truant By-Laws: 


Armicre I. The town of Millis hereby avails itself of the several provis- 
ions of the statutes of this Commonwealth now in force, relating to habitual 
truants and absentees from school, and in pursuance of authority conferred 
thereby, adopts the following by-laws : 

Agticte II. All children between the ages of seven and fifteen years 
residing in said town, and who may be found wandering about in the streets 
or public places of said town, having no lawful occupation or business, not 
attending school, and growing up in ignorance, shall be committed to some 
school for truants provided by the town, for confinement, instruction, and 
discipline. : 

Arricte III. Two or more truant officers shall be appointed annually, 
whotelduty iiehall be to inquire into all the violations oh the truant laws, 
and of the law relating to compulsory education, and to do all the acts re- 
quired of them by the laws of the Cormmonwealth. 

AgticLe lV, It shall be the duty of every truant officer, previous to 
making any complaint under the laws, to notify the truant or absentee from 
school, also the parents or guardian, of the offense committed, and of the 
penalty therefor, and if the truant officer can obtain satisfactory pledges for 
the restraint and reformation of the child, he may at his discretion, forbear 
to prosecute so long as such pledges are faithfully kept. 

ArticLe V. It shall be the duty of the school committee and teachers 
of the public schools, and the citizens generally, to aid the truant officers, 
as far as possible, in the discharge of their du 
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ARTICLE VI. _ It shall be the duty. of the truant officers to keep 4 full 
record of all their official acts and make an annual report thereof to the 
scheal sapittee; who shall, at their discretion, publish the same with their 

wn report, -¥ 

Arricte VII. Nothing in these Diao shall be 60 construed as to alter 
vegurbair the obligation and duty of teachers to enforce punctuality and 
regularity of attendance, and to preserve good order and discipline. 

_ Fourth article was then taken up: *‘* To see if the town 
will authorize some Person or persons to lease the poor farm 
and buildings, either or both, and if so, upon what terms 
and conditions.” 

On motion of John M. Crane, (amended by motion of 
John S. Folsom), 

Voted, That the committee in charge of the town farm are hereby 

authorized and empowered to lease the poor farm and Poor-house, either or 


both, upon such terms and conditions as to them shall seem meet and proper 
hereby giving said committee full discretionary powers regarding the came. 


On motion of W. P. Clark, 


Voted, That the committee he authorized in case they do not cell or let 

the farm, to carry it on forthe ensuing yearaccording ts ticle best judgment. 
Fifth article was taken up: ‘*To see if the town will 
ratify and confirm the agreement entered into March 7, 1885, 
by and between the selectmen of the towns of Medway and 
Millis, regarding the division of the Property of the town of 
Medway in being at the time of the incorporation of the town 
of Millis; the sale of the personal property on the poor farm, 
and the adjustment of the town debt; and will authorize its 
selectmen to sign, execute, and pass all papers, and do any 
other act or thing necessary to carry out the provisions of said 
agreement and sale, and the adjustment of the town debt, 
and the rental of the poor farm, and will authorize its select- 
men to pay to the town of Medway $4.500. 
On motion of John M. Crane, 

Voted, The town of Millis hereby ratifies and confirms the agreement 
entered into March 7, 1885. by and between the boards of selectmen of 
the towns of Medway and Millis regarding a division of the property of the 
town of Medway, in being at the time of the incorporation of the town oF 
Millis; the sale of the personal property on the poor furm, the adjustment of 
the town debt, and rental of the poor-house, and hereby authorizes ite sclecr, 
Hecese orbits execute and pass all papers, and do ay other act or thing 
necessary to carry out the provisions of the said agreement, and theeale, and 
adjustment of the town debt; and hereby authorizes its selectmen to pay the 
foun of Medway the sum of four thousand five hundred dollars, as provided 
for in said agreement. 

Sixth article was taken up: “To ‘see if the town will 
authorize the treasurer, with the approval of the selectmen. to 
hire money in anticipation of taxes and to issue the notes of 


the town therefor.” 
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On motion A. L. Ware, 


Voted, That the treasurer be authorized with the approval of the select- 
men, to hire money in anticipation of the taxes of the current and ensuing 
year and to issue notes of the town therefor, and the debts incurred under the 
authority of this yote are hereby made payable from said taxes, 

Seventh article was taken up: ‘ To see if the town will 
authorize the treasurer, with the approval of the selectmen to 
borrow the sum of forty-five hundred dollars to pay the debt 
due the town of Medway, as per agreement and to issue the 
notes of the town therefor.” 

On motion of John M. Crane, 

Voted, That the treasurer be authorized, with the approval of the select- 


men to hire the sum of four thousand five hundred dollars, to pay the town 
of Medway, as per agreement, and to issue the notes of the town therefor. 


On motion of John. S. Folsom, 

Voted, That the Rev. E. O. Jameson bea committee to prepare a biograph- 
ical sketch of Lansing Millis, and thatthe same be spread upon the records 
of the town, 

On motion of E. O. Jameson, 


Voted, That the matter of the town library be left in the hands of the 
selectmen, to appoint a librarian, ete, 


Meeting then adjourned. 
Attest: Lours La Crorx, Town Clerk. 


Freta Town-Meetine, Sarurpay, May 16, 1885. 


‘Tae CommonweAttu or MASSACHUSETTS. 
Norfolk, SS. 


To Joun W. Ture, Constadleof the Town of Millis, Greeting: 


In the name of the Commonwealth aforesaid, you are hereby required! to 
notify and warn the inhabitants of said town qualified to vote in town 
affairs, to meet in Partridge Hall, in said town, on Saturday the 16th inst., at 
seven and one-halfo'clock P.™., then and there to act upon the following 
articles, viz. 

Articte I. To choose a moderator for said meeting. 

Articte Il. To hear and act upon the report of the selectmen in refer- 
ence to discontinuing a part of Island Street. 

And you are required to notify said inhabitants, by posting an. attested 
copy of this warrant at each of the churches and post-offices in said town, 
at least seven days before the time of holding said meeting. 

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon 
to the town clerk at the time and place of said meeting. 

Given under our hands this seventh day of May, in the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five. 


Joux S. Forsom, 
W. P. CLARK, | } Selectmen of Millis. 
E. S. Fuccer, 
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Arricce VI. It shall be the duty. of the truant officers to keep a full 
record of all their official acts and make an annual report thereof to the 
school sO) who shall, at their discretion, publish the same with their 
Own report f 

Arricte VII. Nothing in these by-laws shall be so construed as to alter 
or impuir the obligation and duty of teachers to enforce punctuality and 
regularity of attendance, and to preserve good order and discipline. 

., Fourth article was then taken up: ‘To see if the town 
will authorize some Person or persons to lease the poor farm 
and buildings, either or both, and if so, upon what terms 
and conditions.” 

On motion of John M. Crane, (amended by motion of 
John S. Folsom), 

yoted, That the committee in charge of the town farm are hereby 
authorized and empowered to lease the poor farm and poor-house, either or 
both upon such terms and conditions as to therm shall eeecy meetand proper 
hereby giving said committee full discretionary powers regarding the same. 


On motion of W. P. Clark, 


Voted, That the committee be authorized in case they do not sell or let 
the farm, to carry it on forthe ensuing yearaecording to thelr bec judgment. 

Fifth article was taken up: “To see if the town will 
ratify and confirm the agreement entered into March 7, 1885, 
by and between the selectmen of the towns of Medway and 
Millis, regarding the division of the Property of the town of 
Medway in being at the time of the incorporation of the town 
of Millis ; the sale of the personal Property on the poor farm, 
and the adjustment of the town debt: and will authorize its 
selectmen to sign, execute, and Pass all papers, and do any 
other act or thing necessary to carry out the provisions of said 
agreement and sale, and the adjustment of the town debt, 
and the rental of the poor farm, and will authorize its select- 
ten to pay to the town of Medway $4.500. 

On motion of John M. Crane, 


Voted, The town of Millis hereby ratifies and confirms the agreement 
Entered into March 7, 1885, by and between the boards of selectmen of 
the towns of Medway and Millis regarding a division of the property of the 
town of Medway, in being at the time of the incorporation of the town of 
Millis; the sale of the personal property on the poor farm, the adjustment or 
the town debt, and rental of the poor-house, und hereby authorizes ite ecleer, 
Meets gm execute and pass all papers, and do any other act or thing 
necessary to carry out the provisions of the said agreement, and thesale, and 
adjustment of the town debt; and hereby authorizes its selectmen to pay the 
fon of Medway the sum of four thousand five hundred dollars, as provided 
for in said agreement. 

Sixth article was taken up: ‘To «see if the town will 
authorize the treasurer, with the approval of the selectmen, to 
hire money in anticipation of taxes and to issue the notes of 
the town therefor.” 
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On motion A. L. Ware, 


Voted, That the treasurer be authorized with the approval of the select- 
men, to hire money in anticipation of the taxes of the current and ensuing 
year and to issue notes of the town therefor, and the debts incurred under the 
authority of this vote are hereby made payable from said taxes. 


Seventh article was taken up: ‘‘ To see if the town will 
authorize the treasurer, with the approval of the selectmen to 
borrow the sum of forty-five hundred dollars to pay the debt 
due the town of Medway, as per agreement and to issue the 
notes of the town therefor.” 

On motion of John M, Crane, 


Voted, That the treasurer be authorized, with the approval of the select- 
men to hire the sum of four thousund five hundred dollars, to pay the town 
of Medway, as per agreement, and to issue the notes of the town therefor. 


On motion of John. S. Folsom, 


Voted, That the Rev. E. O. Jameson be a committee to prepare a biograph- 
ical sketch of Lansing Millis, and that the same be spread upon the records 
of the town. 


On motion of E. O. Jameson, 


Voted, That the matter of the town library be left in the hands of the 
selectmen, to appoint a librarian, etc. 


Meeting then adjourned. 
Attest: Lours La Crork, Town Clerk. 


Freru Town-Meetine, Sarurpay, May 16, 1885. 


‘Tue COMMONWEALTH OF MAssacuuseETTs. 
Norfolk, SS. 


To Joun W. Tutrie, Constableof the Town of Millis, Greeting: 


In the name of the Commonwealth aforesaid, you are hereby required to 
notify and warn the inhabitants of said town qualified to vote in town 
affairs, to meet in Partridge Hall, in said town, on Saturday the 16th inst., at 
seven and one-half o'clock p.m., then and there to act upon the following 
articles, viz. : 

Arricte I. To choose a moderator for said meeting. 

Articte If. To hear and act upon the report of the selectmen in refer- 
ence to discontinuing a part of Island Street. 

‘And you are required to notify said inhabitants, by posting an attested 
copy of this warrant at each of the churches and post-offices in said town, 
at Teast seven days before the time of holding said meeting. 

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon 
to the town clerk at the time and place of said meeting. 

Given under our hands this seventh day of May, in the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five. 

Joun S. Fotsom, 
W. P. CLarK, Selectmen of Millis, 
E. S. Futtar, 
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Millis, May 15, 1885. This certifies that in compliance with the within 
warrant, I have notified the inhabitants of the town of Millis to meet at 
the time and place, and for the purposes specified by posting anattested copy 
thereof ateach of the churches and Post-offices in the town, notless than seven 
days before the time of meeting. Joun W. Tutte, Constable of Millis. 

Millis, May r6, 1885. Pursuant to warrant the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Millis assembled and were called to order 
by the town clerk. After prayer by the Rev. E. O. Jameson, 

First article was taken up: ‘** To choose a moderator for 
said meeting” and Wittarp P. CLARK was elected as mod- 
erator of said meeting. 

Second article was taken up: ‘*To hear and act upon the 
enor of the selectmen in reference to discontinuing a part of 
Island Street.” The selectmen reported in writing as follows : 
“A petition having been presented to us asking us to view a 
part of said street, with reference to its discontinuance, we 
report that after posting a legal notice to all interested Parties 
to appear, we examined said stréet on the fourth day of May, 
1885, and found that that Part of it, from a corner near the 
house of John Bullard, easterly to Dover Street, is out of re- 
pair and unsafe for public travel, and in our opinion no neces- 
sity exists for its further maintenance, and we recommend 
that it be discontinued as a public way without awarding any 
damages to any party.” Dated May 5, 1885, and signed, J. 
S. Folsom, W. B. Clark, and E.'S. Fuller, Selectmen of 
Millis. 

On motion of Geo. C. Thrasher, 

Vated, That the report of the selectmen be accepted and adopted. 


Meeting then adjourned. 
Attest: Louis La Crorx, Town Clerk. 


Sixta Town-Meretine, Tuurspay, June 11, 1885. 


‘Tre CommoxweartH oF Massacuuserrs. 
Norfolk, SS. 


To Joun W. Turrrr, Constable of the Town of Millis, Greeting: 


In the name of the Commonwealth aforesaid you are hereby required to 
notify and warn the inhabitants of said town qualified to vote in town affairs 
to meet in Partridge Hall in said town on Thursday the 11th inet., at seven 
and one-half o'clock, P. at., then and there to act upon the following articles, 
viz: 

Armicte I. To choose a moderator for said meeting. 

Articce IT, To see what action the town will take in reference to repair- 
ing and altering the bridge on Main Street, over Charles River. 

Axricie TI, To see what action the town will take in reference to 
filling the channel on Main Street, covered by the small wooden bridge. 

Arricre IV. To sce if the town will order the widening of Union Street 
at a place called “ Dingle Hole.” 
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Arricte V. To appropriate money for the purposes mentioned in the 
foregoing articles and to authorize the treasurer to borrow the same. 

And you are required to notify said inhabitants by posting an attested copy 
of this warrant, at ench of the churches and post-oilices in said town at least 
seven days before the time of holding meeting. 

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon 
to the town clerk at the time and place of said meeting. Given tinder our 
Bansle is second day of June in the year one thousand, eight hundred and 
eighty-five. 

Jouy S. Forsom, 
W. P. CLarK, Solectmon of Millis. 
E. 


|) FULLER, 


Millis, Fune 4, 1885. This certifies that in compliance with the within 
warrant, I have notified the inhabitants of the town of Millis to meet 
at the time and place and for the purposes specified, by posting an attested 
copy thereof at each of the churches and post-offices in town not less than 
seven days before the time of meeting. 


Joun W. Turtre, Constable of Millis. 


Millis, Fune rr, 1885. In compliance with the above 
warrant the inhabitants of the town assembled and were called 
to order by the town clerk. . 

First article was taken up: ‘* To choose a moderator for 
said meeting,” and WitLArp P. CLark was elected as mod- 
erator of said meeting. 

Second article was taken up: ‘*To see what action the 
town will take in reference to repairing and altering the bridge 
on Main Street over Charles River. 

On motion of Samuel Huntley, 

Voted, To leave the matter with the selectmen. 


Third article was taken up: ‘* To see what action the town 
will take in reference to filling the channel on Main Street, 
covered by the small wooden bridge.” 

On motion of G. S. Hosley, 


Voted, To leave the matter with the selectmen. 


Fourth article was taken up: ** To see if the town will 
order the widening of Union Street at a place called ++ Dingle 
Hole.” 

On motion of Samuel Huntley, 


Voted, To leave the matter with the selectmen. 


Fifth article was taken up: ‘‘To appropriate money for 
the purposes mentioned in the foregoing articles, and to 
authorize the treasurer to borrow the same.” 

On motion of A. L. Ware, 


Voted, That three hundred dollars ($300) be appropriated for repairs of 
bridges and Union Street, 


Marcellus A. Ware for the committee reported the sale of 
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the town farm for the sum of four thousand seyen hundred 


dollars ($4,700) net. 
On motion of John S. Folsom, 


Votrd, That the thanks of the town be extended to the committee for 
the efficient manner in which they have performed their duty. 


Meeting then adjourned. 5 
Attest: Lous La Crorx, Town Clerk. 


SeventH Town-Meetine, Saturpay, Ocr. 17, 1885. 
WARRANT. 


Tue CommonweaLtH oF Massacauserts. 
Norfolk SS. 
‘To A. A. HALL, Constable of the Town of Millis, in said County, Greeting: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are directed 
to notify the inhabitants of the town of Millis, qualified to vote in elections 
and in town affairs, to meet at Partridge Hall in said Millis, on the seven- 
teenth day of October current, at half-past seven o'clock in the evening, 
then and there to act upon the following articles = 

Agricte I, To choose a moderator to preside in said meeting. 

Articte II. To see if the town will accept the proposition which has 
been received by the selectmen from Henry L. Millis, regarding the erection 
of a depot, library, and town offices, and the grading of the grounds to the 
same, or will do or act anything relative to the same. 

Articxe III. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to carry 
out the action of the town under Article II., and for other necessary town 
Purposes, and to make appropriations for the same. 

Arricte IV. To authorize the treasurer with the approval of the select- 
men to borrow such sums of money as may be necessary. 

And you are directed to serve this warrant by posting attested copies 
thereof, one at each of the post-offices and meeting-houses in said town, at 
least seven days before the time of holding such meeting. 

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon 
to the town clerk at the time and place of meeting aforesaid. 

Given under our hands this tenth day of October, in the year one thon- 
sand eight hundred and eighty-five. 

ee er rSO™ | Selectmen of Millis 

Millis, October 10, 1885. 1 hereby certify that I have notified the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Millis, qualified to vote in town affairs to meet at the 
time and place, and for Hie paces specified, by posting an attested copy of 
the within warrant at each of the churches and post-offices in said town 
seven days before time of meeting. A. A. HALL, Constable. 


Aiilis, October 17, 1885. Pursuant to above warrant 
the inhabitants of the town assembled, and were called to 
order by the town clerk, and proceeded to take up the articles 
in order. 

First article was taken up: ‘To choose a moderator to 
preside at said meeting,” and W. P. Clark was elected 
moderator of the meeting. 

Second article was taken up: ‘To see if the town will 
accept the proposition which has been received by the select- 
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men from Henry L. Millis, regarding the erection of a depot, 

library, and town offices, and the grading of the grounds to 

the same, or will do or act on anything relative to the same.” 
The following letter was read by the clerk: 


Boston, October oth, 1885. 
Dr, Joun S. Forsom, Chairman of the Selectmen of the town of Millis. 
Dear St 


Knowing that it was the desire and intention of my lamented father, 
Lansing Millis, to make arrangements that the citizens of the town of 
Millis should have better depot accommodations, that the town officers 
should have suitable rooms for the transaction of the town business; and 
that a room should be provided for a public library, I desire to say that his 
heirs are desirous of having his plans carried out, and to this end will do 
everything in their power. 
transmit herewith certain plans and specifications of a building 
which the said heirs propose to erect with the three-fold object in view of 
providing a passenger depot in the lower story, and town offices and a room 
for a public library in the upper story, 

To carry out the plans it will be necessary to change the grade of the 
Street, and thinking that possibly the citizens of the town might wish to 
assist in the carrying out of such plans, I, in behalf of said heirs, make the 
following proposition viz.: That in consideration of the town raising and 
Appropriating the sum of five hundred dollars to be expended in the grading 
of the street leading to said proposed depot, and in the finishing and 
furnishing of the said town offices and library room in said upper story, I 
will erect a building and grade the ground and street leading thereto, in 
accordance with the plans herewith transmitted, and I will guarantee that 
the town shall have the use of the upper story of said building forever, bar- 
ting decay, fire, or accident beyond the control of man, to be used for the 
purposes of a library room and town offices, the town assuming the expense 
f care, maintenance, insurance, heating, etc., of the said upper story in such 
A manner and upon such terms as common sense may dictate, and in 
accordance with such provisions as may be necessary by reason of a contract 
with the New York and New England Railroad Company, such proposed 
obligations being first made known to, and receiving the approval of the 
selectmen of the town. 

Hoping to hear, at an early date, what action the town will take in 
reference to this proposition, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 


Henry L. Mitts, Administrator. 
On motion of John S. Folsom, 


Voted, That the sum of five hundred dollars be appropriated for the 
purpose of grading the roads leading to the railroad station in the town of 
Millis, and for the purpose of finishing off and furnishing the town offices, 


and the room for the public library in the upper story of said railroad sta 
tion, 


On motion of John M. Crane, 


Voted, That a committee of ane be chosen to expend the sum of five 
hundred dollars for the purposes specified in the preceding vote, and that 
Henry L. Millis be that committee. 

Third article was taken up: ‘To raise such sums of 
money as may be necessary to carry out the action of the 
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town, under Article II., and for other necessary town pur- 
poses, and to make appropriations for the same.” 

On motion of M. A. Ware, 

Voted, That the treasurer with the approval of the selectmen, be au- 
thorized to borrow the sum of five hundred dollars. 

Fourth article was taken up: ‘*To authorize the treas- 
urer with the approval of the selectmen to borrow such sums 
of money as may be necessary.” On motion, 

Voted, That the article be dismissed. 


Remarks were made by Dr. Emerson, H. L. Millis, E. O. 
Jameson, and John S. Folsom. 

On motion of E. O. Jameson, 

Voted, That the clerk be instructed to express to Mr. Henry L. Millis, 
and other representatives of the family of the late Lansing Millis, the respect 


and appreciation of the inhabitants of the town, for the interest taken in 
thejr welfare and convenience. 


The meeting then adjourncd. 
Attest: Lours La Crorx, Town Clerk. 


Eteutx Town-Meetinc, Turspay, Nov. 3. 1885. 
State ELection, 
WARRANT. 
Tue Commonweattn or MAssAcHuserrs, 
Norfolk SS. 
To A. A, Hatt, Constable of Town of Millis in said County, Greeting: 


In the name of the Commonwealth aforesaid, you are required to notify 
and warn the inhabitants of said town. qualified to vote in state elections, 
to meet in Partridge Hall in said town, on Tuesday, the third day of 
November next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, then and there to give in 
their votes for the following officers, yiz. : 

Governor of the Commonwealth, 

Lieutenant-Governor of the Commonwealth. 

Treasurer and Receiver-General of the Commonwealth. , 

Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Auditor of the Commonwealth. 

Councillor for the Second Councillor District. 

Attorney-General of the Commonwealth. 

Senator for the Second Norfolk Senatorial District. 

Two Representatives to the next General Court for the Eighth Norfolk 
Representative District. 

One County Commissioner for Norfolk County. 

County Treasurer’for the County of Norfolk. 

Register of Deeds for the County of Norfolk. 

Sheriff for the County of Norfolk. 

Also to vote Yrs or No on the amendment to the Constitution providing 
for precinct voting in towns, all of said votes to be on one ballot, except the 
amendment to the Constitution, which must be on a single ballot in the fol- 
lowing form: Amendment to the Constitution, Yes or No. 
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And the polls may be closed as early as two o'clock in the afternoon of 
the said day. 

And you are required to notify said inhabitants, by posting an attested 
copy of this warrant at exch of the churches and post-offices in said town, 
at lenst seven days before the time of holding said meeting. 

Hereof fail not, and make return of this warrant with your doings 
thereon unto the selectmen, on or before the time of said meeting. 

Given under our hands this twenty-sixth day of October, in the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-five, 


Joun S. Forsom, 
W. P, Crark, Selectmen of Millis. 
E. S. Futier, 


Millis, Now. 3, 1885. Thereby certify that I have notified and warned the 


inhabitants of said town, to meet at the time and place and for the purposes 

specified, by posting an attested copy of the within warrant at each of the 

churches and post-oflices in town, seven days before the time of meeting. 
AVA. HALy, Constable of Millis. 


Procrrpines or rue STATE Evecrion. 
Novemner 3, 1885, 

Pursuant to warrant, the inhabitants of the town of Millis 
assembled, and were called to order by John S. Folsom, chair- 
man of the board of selectmen. Prayer was offered by the 
Rey. E. O. Jameson. 

The polls were declared open to receive votes for the sey- 
eral officers called for in the warrant. 

The polls were closed at half-past two o'clock, p. m. 

‘The ballot box registered ninety-three ballots cast. 
Number of names checked as voting by the check-list was 

one hundred and two, - - - - - =) Taz 
Amendment to the constitution, Yes, - - - ~- gy 

The ballots were counted, sorted, and declared according 

to law, and were for the following persons : 


For Governor of the Commonwealth: 
George D. Robinson, of Chicopee, had 64 votes. 


Frederick 0. Prince, of Boston, 37 

Thomas J. Lothrop, of Taunton, * “t yote. 
For Lieutenant-Governor of the Commonwealth : 

Oliver Ames, of Easton, had 65 votes. 

Henry, H. Gilmore, of Cambridge, “30. 


Charles B. Knight, of Worcester, HS a vote: 
For Secretary of the Commonwealth : 


Henry B. Pierce, of Abington, had 65 votes. 

Jeremiah Crowley, of Lowell, “ “ 

George Kempton, of Sharon, “ T vote. 
For Treasurer and Receiver-General : 

Alanson W. Beard, of Boston, had 65 votes. 

Henry M. Cross. of Newburyport, ‘36. 

Claudius B. Travis, of Natick, «“T vote. 
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For Auditor of the Commonwealth + 
Charles R. Ladd, of Springfield, had 65 votes. 
james I. Delaney, of Holyoke, “36H 
illiam W. Sherman, of Lowell, ‘= Yote, 


For Attorney-General of the Commonweaith : 
Edgar J. Sherman, of Lawrence, had 65 votes. 
Henry K. Braley, of Fall River, * 38" 
Samuel M. Fairfield, of Malden, «1 vote. 


For Councillor, Second District : 
Warren E. Locke, of Norwood, _had 65 votes. 


William Aspinwall, of Brookline,  * 36 
Jonathan B, Hanners, of Walpole, ** ~r vote. 


Commissioners for Norfolk: County : 


Jabez Talbot, of Stoneham. had 65 votes. 
Thomas Lonergan, of Canton, BPG mE 
Freeman Phillips, of Wellesley, “1 yote. 


For Register of Deeds, Norfatk County : 
John H. Burdakin, of Dedham, had 101 votes. 
Caleb A. Stevens. of Foxboro, “+ —_ vate. 


For Sheriff, Norfolk County. 
Augustus B. Endicott, of Dedham, had ror votes. 
Hubbard M, Bullock, of Franklin, “= 1 yote, 


For Treasurer of Norfolk County > 
Chauncey C. Churchill, of Dedham, had 65 votes. 
liam A. Hodges, of Quincy, “360 


Charles L. Smith, of Norwood, « "T vote. 
For Senator, Second Norfolk District : 
John H. Gould, of Medfield, had 66 votes. 
Charles E. Endicott, of Brookline. + 32 + 
Charles E. Miles, of Brookline, “i vote. 
For Representative to General Court, Eighth Norfolk: District : 
Henry L. Millis. of Millis, had 83 votes. 
Charles R. Tucker, Jr., of Millis, agen} Ariens 
George E. Pond, of Medway, RS Ure 
Benjamin F. Boyden, 2d, of Foxboro. 55 * 
Charles W. Hodges, of Foxboro, i vote. 


Meeting then adjourned. 


Attest: Lours La Croix, Zown Clerk. 
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THE REPORTS OF TOWN OFFICERS, 


41885-1856, 


THE REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


The selectmen of Millis have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report for the first fiscal year, commencing Feb, 24, 
1885, and ending Feb. 24, 1886. 

The selectmen of Medway and Millis met in concurrence 
March 7, 1885, and agreed upon the following division of 
property, and settlement between the two towns. 


Tue AcreEMenT BETwern THE SELECTMEN or Mepway 
And Mitxiis RELATIVE To a Diviston or 
Town Property, ETc. 


Medway, March 7, 7885. We the undersigned, select- 
men of Medway and Millis, have agreed this day to divide 
the property belonging to these towns as follows : 

The town of Millis agrees to take all the real estate and 
personal property, comprising the engine and engine-houses, 
school-houses, and the poor farm with manure (with the ex- 
ception of the personal property on said farm) in the territory 
of the town of Millis, for which they agree to pay the town of 
Medway the sum of four thousand five hundred dollars 
($4,500) and the town of Medway agrees to pay the whole of 
the town debt, as it now stands, February 24. The town of 
Medway to have the use of the poor-house until the first day of 
May next, and the town of Millis to have possession of the 
farm and such portion of the out-buildings, as may be neces- 
sary, with three rooms in the house on the first day of April 
next. 


(Signed, ) 
D. A. Parrriver, 
Epwarp Fennessy, ¢ Selectmen of Medway. 
R. P. Ross, 
L. Mirus, 
Joun S. Forsom, Selectmen of Millis. 
W. P: Crark, 
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Lansine Mruxts, chairman of our board, died suddenly 
on the evening of April 6, 1885. His executive ability, wis- 
dom, large-heartedness, and love for the new town, made an 
ineffaceable impression upon our hearts; his loss added much 
to our sense of responsibility in public affairs, and especially 
in the settlement of the business, then unfinished, between 
the towns of Medway and Millis. 

Appropriate resolutions of the town, on the death of Mr. 
Millis will be found in this volume on age 34. 

At the town-meeting held on April 21st, Exmiw S. Fei- 
LER was elected selectman and highway surveyor, and the 
settlement between the towns of Medway and Millis, as 
agreed upon by your board, was ratified. 

The board of selectmen, as at present constituted, was 
organized April 22d, 1885, by choice of Joun S. Forsom, 
Chairman, and Wittarp P. Cine Clerk. 

On May rst, 1885, the selectmen of Medway and Millis 
met in concurrence, and the settlement between the towns 
was completed, as follows: 


RELEASE, Town or Mepway To Town oF Miuuus. 


The selectmen of the towns of Medway and Millis having met in concur- 
rence, in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 5, of Chap. 37 0f the “ Acts of 
the year 1885,” agreed upon a division of the property of the town of Med- 
way in pein a the time of the passage of said act. and upon an adjustment 
of the town debt, and their agreement having been ratified and confirmed by 
a vote of the inhabitants of the said towns of Medway and Mi in town- 
meetings, duly called, copies of which agreement and votes are hereunto an- 
nexed. Now, therefore, — 2 

Know Aart Men by these presents, that the inhabitants of the town of 
Medway, in consideration of four thousand five hundred dollars paid by the 
inhabitants of the town of Millis, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
and in consideration of the sale and delivery of the personal property belong. 
ing to the poor farm, so called, of the former town oF Medway, hereby remi: 
release, and forever quit claim unto the said inhabitants of the town of Mil is, 
all right, title and interest in and to any real property within the limits of the 
present town of Millis, which belonged to the town of Medway at the time of 
the passage of said act, and hereby bargain, sell, transfer, and deliver unto the 
said inhabitants of the town of Millis, the fire engines, and other property 
connected with the fire department of the town of Millis, and all personal 

operty, with the exception of that upon the poor farm, so called, now within 
the limits of the said town of Millis, and formerly belonging to the said town 
of Medway. And the inhabitants of the town of Medway hereby ascume the 
whole of the debt of the town of Medway as it stood Feb. 24, A. D. 1885, and 
agree to pay all debts and liabilities of whatsoever name and nature for which 
the town. of Medway —as it existed before the incorporation of the town of 
Millis—is now and shall be liable. e 

In witness whereot, the said inhabitants of the town of Medway have 
caused the corporate seal thereof to be hereunto affixed, and these presents to 
be signed, acknowledged, and delivered, by Davin A. Partrince, Epwarp* 
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Fennessy, and R, P. Ross, the selectmen of said town, this first day of May 
in the year of our Lord 1885. 


Signed and sealed 
in the presence of 
O. A. Mason, 
Lonis La Croix. 


Davip A. Partringe, oe 
EpWaRD FENNEssy, Corporate 
Roswett P. Ross. Seal. 
CommosWeaLtir of MAssAcHUsETTs, 
Norrorx, ss, May 1, 1885. J 


Then personally appeared the ahove named Dayid A. Partridge, Edward 
Fennessy, and R. P. Ross, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be 
the free act and deed of the inhabitants of the town of Medway, before me 


Onion A, Mason, Fustice of the Peace. 


Medway, Mass., April 21, 1885. At a meeting of the 
inhabitants of Medway held April 21, 1885, 


Voted, That the town of Medway hereby ratifies and confirms the agree” 
ment entered into on March 7, A. D. 1885, by and between the boards of se~ 
lectmen of the towns of Medway and Millis, regarding a division of the 
Property of the town of Medway, in being at the time of the incorporation 
of the town of Millis; the purchase of the personal property on the poor 
farm the use of the poor farm; and the adjustment of the town debt, and 
hereby authorizes its selectmen to sign, execute, and pass all papers, and do 
any other act or thing necessary to carry out the provisions of the said 
agreement and purchase, and for the assumption of the town debt. 


A true copy of record. 
Attest: O. A. Mason, Zown Clerk. 


Millis, Mass., April 22, 1885. At a meeting of the in- 
habitants of the town of Millis, held April 21, 1885, 

Voted, That the town of Millis hereby ratifies and confirms the agree- 
ments entered into on March 7, A. D. 1885, by and between the boards of 
selectmen of the towns of Medway and Millis, regarding a division of the 
property of the town of Medway, in being at the time of the incorporation 
of the town of Millis; the sale of the personal propcrty on the poor farm; 
the adjustment of the town debt, and rental of the poor house, and hereby 
authorizes its selectmen to sign, execute, and pass all papers, and do any 
other act or thing necessary to carry out the provisions of the said agree- 
ment, and the sale and adjustment of the town debt, and hereby authorizes 
its selectmen to pay to the town of Medway, the sum of four thousand five 
hundred dollars, as provided for in said agreement. 


A true copy of record. 


Attest: Louis La Crorx, Town Clerk. 


May 2, 1885. Rec. entered and examined by ¥. H. Burdakin, Reg. Nor- 
Solk Records, Lib. 566, Fol. 306. 

We employed Waldo Daniels, Civil Engineer, of Frank- 
lin, to survey the boundary lines between Medway and 
Millis, and the following is his description of the same: 

Beginning at its northwesterly end at a stone monument 
marked ove “M.” « H.” at the corner of Medway and 
Holliston, and running in a straight line S. 13° 10’ E., about 
ten hundred and forty rods to the thread of the stream of 
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Charles River near a stone monument marked ‘*M.” + M." 
and having the following intermediate bounds, viz.; a stone 
monument marked ‘* M.” on its east and west sides, on the 
north side of Causeway Street, a short distance west of the 
house of William Daniels. One on the south side of Main 
Street a few rods east of the junction of said street and Oak- 
land Street marked “M.” on its west and «+ Millis * on its east 
side. One on the westerly side of Farm Street and another 
on the easterly side about fifty rods south of the former, both 
marked ‘ M.” on their easterly and westerly sides. And 
another at the junction of Farm and Village streets marked 
** M.” on its westerly and *« Millis * on its easterly side. 

In conformity with a vote of the town and after a compet- 
itive trial, a+ Champion” road machine was purchased of 
George W. Taft, of Abington, Conn. Its use during the past 
Tes as demonstrated, beyond a doubt, that a very much 

arger amount of work, and of better quality. for the same 
sum of money, can be done with this machine than by old 
methods. at it has already more than paid for itself is the 
testimony of those competent to judge. 

At the town-meeting, May 16, we presented our report in 
“the matter of discontinuing Island Street”: the report was 
peered, and by vote of the town the street has been discon- 
tinued. 

By vote of the town at the meeting of June 4, the sum of 
three hundred dollars ($300) was appropriated for the 
widening of Union Street, and the repairing, replanking, etc., 
of the large bridge, and filling the space covered by the small 
bridge, on the turnpike. : 

he work on Union Street was done at an ex- 
pense of . A 8 S 5 5 4 
The work on the large bridge was done at an 
expense of 5 3 S e a 183 99 

The deed to the town by the heirs of Lovell Richardson. 
of the se ee of land near Post-Office Square has 
been received and recorded, and the land properly graded 
for public purposes. 

_ ‘he guide boards of the town are in generally fair condi- 
tion. 

Under vote of the town ‘instructing the selectmen to pro- 
cure suitable town offices” we report that the same were pro- 
cured in Partridge Block, and properly furnished with safe, 
book-cases, etc., and are now occupied :by the town officers. 

Tt should be a matter of gratification to our people to 
know that within a short asa of time, the town officers and 
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the public library, will have ample accommodations in the 
a edifice, donated for their use by the heirs of Lansing 
lis. 

On November 30 we met the selectmen of Norfolk, and to- 
gether we perambulated the boundary lines between Millis and 
Norfolk, and on December 8 we met the selcctmen of Med- 
way and together perambulated the boundary lines between 
the towns of Medway and Millis; and the boundary lines be- 
tween Millis and Norfolk, and Millis and Medway, are re- 
corded by your town clerk. 

The grant of $800 for highways and bridges has been 
expended in the repairs of highways, new railings and posts, 
culverts, the replanking and repairing of bridges, etc., as in 
our judgment we thought best for all parts of the town. 

Wages paid: Foremen, $1.75 per day; Horses, $1.25 per 
day; Laborers, $1.50 per day. 

We would recommend that a sum of not less than one 
thousand dollars be granted for highways, bridges, and side- 
walks, the ensuing year. The unprecedented flood in Feb- 
ruary causing considerable damage to the bridges and high- 
ways, will necessitate an additional grant for the purpose of 
repairing the damage caused thereby. No accurate estimate 
as to the amount can be given at this date, but estimates will 
be made and reported at the annual meeting to be held on 
Monday, April 5, 1886. We would suggest that the addi- 
tional grant be made a separate one from the amount recom- 
mended for highways and bridges. 

Acts of 1884, Chap. 298, require the selectmen and town 
clerk in towns having less than three hundred voters to act as 
a board of registrars. We have made a register of the 
qualified voters, containing the particulars required under the 
law, 

We think the vote of the town requiring the selectmen 
to approve all bills before being paid by the treasurer, a wise 
measure, and we hope the same custom will be continued. 
As the treasurer is present at the town office on designated 
days in each week, all who have bills against the town can 
leave them for examination; at the monthly meetings of the 
selectmen they can then be approved, and at any time there- 
after be paid by the treasurer. 

By this method there exists less liability to error, greater 
conyenience, more protection to the treasurer, and an addi- 
tional safeguard to public interest. 

The town is free from debt, with a surplus in the treasury. 

A typical seal, designed and presented to the town by 
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Mrs. Lansing Millis, was accepted by us, with a vote of 
thanks in behalf of the town, 

The inhabitants of the town are to be congratulated upon 
the general Prosperity and health that has been vouchsafed us 
during this, the initial ar of our municipal life. 

While in human affairs mistakes will always be made we 
think the town can safely challenge any honest criticism in 
the management of its affairs. With high aims, a liberal and 
progressive spirit and a close observance of the motto of the 
town, “In uniry, strENcTH,” which is emphatically the 
keynote of success in all Corporate or coéperative matters. 
We see no reason why Mizris + may not become such a town 
as the Commonwealth of Massachusetts will be Proud to 
have within her borders.” 


Signed,) 
en Jot S. Forsos, 


» P. Crark, Selectmen of Millis. 
E. S. Furrer, 


—___ 


Tue Sprciat Grants, Recers anp Expespirures. 
In charge of the Selectmen, 


For Unton Streer ann Mary STREET Brice, GRANTED, $300 00 
Paid to W. P. Clark for labor and spikes, . . 
Samuel Huntley «© "posts | 


Patrick Keefe i 


Henry E, Hosmer ‘* ot) 
L. D. Metcalf & Son, spikes, | : 


Town of Medfield, expense of repiie ee 
George C. Thrasher, forlabor, . 9) | 
G.S.Hoseley, forlabor, 9. | | 
Henry E. Hosmer, forlabor,, | | 


For Survey anp Bounns Between Mepway axp Mitts. 


Paidto W. P. Clark, forlabor,, . .. . . | 
James O’Reilley, for labor, Se oS ae 

Waldo Daniels, survey, | 
A.H. Morse, stone posts, | | | 
John Butman, stone posts and lettering, 
Marcellus A, Ware, board of surveyors, 
E.E.Adams,lubor, =. 2, 


For SNow Bitrs. GrasteD, $100 00 
Paid to John McDonough, forlabor =... | Ga ge 
Henry E. Hosmer, |“ eae 5 1 50 


P.R.Clark, brenking outroads, . | |: 8 40 
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Paid to John A, Hutchins for breaking ronds, cea $8 48 
james L. Bickford, . 


. . vey 
muel Clark, « “ ss 1190 $33 28 
*For Roap Macinmne. Grantep, $200 00 
Paid to G. W. Taft, + $250 00 
Less allowance for old machine, |! §0 00 
$200 00 
For Sarr and Boox-Caszs. GRANTED, $250 00 
Paid to Eaton & Wilson, for safe. $75 00 
Patterson & Lavender, for book-cases and furniture, 101 25 
$176 25 
For Mitirary At, 
Received of the Town of Medway, .  . $172 35 
Paid to Town of Medway, for one-quarter of amount of aid 
extended toJ. F. Stratton, . . .. . $2000 
Paid Mrs, Louisa A. Foster, 9. . . . 4800 
$68 00 
DEBT AND INTRREST. GRANTED, $200 00 
qune 10, 1885, Paid Interest, on note of $4,500, . + $60 00 
ec. 26,‘ Tan, | ga 8 
Jat 20, 1886, “ TOG, cs) geal 
Feb. x, ‘° a % 200, + . 2 60 
—— $116 42 


Tne Summary. 
For Union Street, Serer $300 00 partes a a | Surplus $35 60 


For River Bridge, 

For survey and bounds, 100 00 “ el ae 40 
For snow bills, cS 100 00 « 33 28 eS 66 72 
For road machine, - 200 00 By 200 00 La 0 00 
For safe and book-cases, ‘ 250 00 “ 176 25 ng 45 
For military aid, Received, 172 25 “ 68 00 “04 35 
For debt and interest, Granted, 200 00 “ 116 42 «83 58 


Total Grants and Receipts, $1,322 25 Expended, $957 95 Surplus, $364 60° 
GRANTED AND RECEIVED FoR INCIDENTALS. 


‘The town appropriated, a oto eed Chen 
4 received for auctioneer's é license,” . $2 00 
Policies cancelled on town farm 
buildings, ‘ 32 00 
‘ Bank and corporation taxes, . 194 40 
Dog tax refunded, Sine oes 
——$326 88 
Total, - : eee + $826 8S 
EXPENDITURES FOR INCIDENTALS. 
Paid to John S. Folsom, selectman, x ci 4 5 $ 50 00 
‘illard P. Clark, Te aan 30 00 
Elihu S. Fuller, oe . . . §0 00 
Louis La Croix, clerk and treasurer, |]! 35 co 
Thomas Harding, overseer of the poo, 48 70 
Woratle Janes . . 10 00 
George C. Thrasher, assessor, A teak ENN A 30 00 
J. H. Baines, De ict oe 30 00 
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THE REPORT OF SURVEYORS OF HIGHWays, 


Granren, For Hicmways ap Brinces, $800 00 


The Surveyors of Highways have the honor to submit 
the following detailed report of expenditures : 


Paid to Willard P. Clark, for freight on drain pipe, $2 16 
“labor, 


Henry G. Spencer, for labor, F 
George C. Thrasher, for labor, . 
** chestnut posts, 


Frank R. Clark, for labor, - . 
E.§.Fuller,for posts, |...) 
Putnam R. Clark, forlabor, 2 2! 
john McDonough, “© 

john A. Hutchins, © 


“gravel, = 

240 §2 
J. H. Shannon, repairs on BErEES, toalss) [eters 2 80 
David Clark, for labor, : 19 co 
Elbridge Clark, for plank, 12 09 

Francis O. Phillips, for grates for culverts, $3 00 

“ gravel, 1 35 
ee tes 
D.McCarty, forlabor, . . . « & 
Moses C. Adams, forlabor, . . 5 82 
Patrick Keefe, for labor, © 5 6 05 
E.S. Fuller,‘ ne 1 50 
George C. Thrasher, for labor, 3/33 
Henry E. Hosmer,‘ 4 00 
Thomas Malloy, forlabor, . .  . 1 35 
Francis H. Smith, forlabor, . 9 .  . 3 00 
E.E.Adams,forlabor, . . .  . 6 58 
Jacob Smith, for labor, é 1 00 
Jobn D. Hutchinson, for labor, st 6 52 
rassidy, for labor, A ots 19 20 
.M. Bean, for labor, BLD: 12 75 
William P. Frink, for labor, waa: 21 75 
A. A. Hall, for labor, 235 
Israel D. Fuller, for Tabor, 25 28 


J. Henry, for labor, 
J. W. Clark, for labor, . 


Frank E. Cook, . os 
Thomas Kane, for gravel, ee 25 
Garrity Brennan, forlabor, . 9. 
Frank Harding, forlabor, 5 | 
Timothy O'Riley, for labor, 5 


forgravel,. 5. 
James O'Reilley, for labor, |. ke 


PON Hone 
8 
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THE REPORT OF ENGINEERS OF THE 
FirE DEPARTMENT. 


Your board of engineers would respectfully submit the 
following report, for the year ending Feb. 24, 1886: 

Organized May 1, with M. A. Ware, Chief of Engineers, 
and J. H. Shannon, Clerk. 

wing to the declination of Oliver A. Clark, to serve as 
engineer, Elmer L. Richardson having been appointed to fill 
the vacancy, was subsequently elected as first assistant. 

We congratulate the town, in that there has been no loss 
from fire during the year, and buta single alarm has been 
sounded throughout the twelve months past, and this was for 
a brush fire on land of A. L. Ware, March 25, 1885. 

In accordance with the general desire to have all bills for 
expense, or services rendered the town, brought in and settled 
on or before February 24 in each year, your board would 
recommend the adoption of the following change in term of 
service of members of the department, according to Sections 
38 and 39 of Chap. 35, Public Statutes, viz. : 

‘That after this current year, which by existing rule, ends 
on May 1, the next term of office of engineers and engine- 
men, shall end Feb. 1, 1887, and the succeeding term to be- 
gin on that day, and end in one year from that date, and so 
on from year to year. 

Tue Schepute or Town Prorerry 1x Encine-Houses. 
The Niagara Engine-House. 
One engine and hose carriage, 40 feet rubber-lined hose (good), 300 feet 


hose (poor), 2 axes, 2 shovels, 4 lanterns, 1 broom, 1 brush, 2 ladders, 
stoves, 2 oil-cans, 6 spanners, and 6 rubber coats. 


The Union Engine-House. 


One engine and hose carriage, 250 feet rubber-lined hose (good), 200 feet 
hose (poor), 2 ladders, 1 ladder-hook, 1 stove, 1 brake, 1 wrench, 1 axe, 3 
lanterns, 1 hammer, 4 rubber coats, 4 rubber caps, 15 spanners, 1 pail, 1 


broom. Respectfully submitted, 
‘M.A. Ware, Chief of Engineers. 
GRANTED FoR THE Fire DEPARTMENT, $250 00 

Paid to W. P. Clark, insurance, . . « « + $970 

A. W. Mitchell, badges, . . . . o 7 §0 

Frederick Hall, repairing pump, =... 2 62 

W. P. Frink, labor as steward, . . . 6p 

Mrs, J. Ellis, rent ofengine-house, . . . 28 00 

M.A. Ware, watching fire, =.) st 62 

E.L. Richardson, supplies, 9. «5. 118 


The unexpended balance, . . . $193 48 


THE REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE 


Poor, 
SS eee 


IN MEMORIAM. 
Joun Warren Turrre, Diep June 23, 1885. 


AGED Forry-seven Years. 


eel 


This board organized by placing Mr. John W. Tuttle in 
the position of chairman, whose experience and efficiency 
hitherto as an officer seemed to mark him as the right man 
to do the entire work of this board. 

Upon the sad occurrence of his death, the remaining mem- 
bers of the board, by the advice of the selectmen have per- 
formed to the best of their ability the duties of the office with- 
out having the vacancy filled by a new election. 

There were five persons receiving aid at the beginning of 
the year, three of whom were fully supported, viz. : Mary A. 
Shumway, at the Taunton Lunatic Asylum. Nathan Arnold at 
the old poor farm. After remaining there four weeks he was 
placed on trial at Mr. Millis’ farm to earn his own living 
remaining there a few weeks and failing, has since been 
boarding at the expense of the town. Albert W. Andrews 
also at the poor farm, remained there nine weeks, During 
that time his son, A. C. Andrews, having been consulted, 
volunteered to pay fifty dollars per year toward his support. 
Mr. Andrews after leaving the farm procured a place where 
he earned his living for about two months. Since that has 
been an expense to the town. Mrs. Sarah Newland and 
Mrs. P. R. Savage haye been aided. 

The controversy relating to the status of four families who 
Were supposed to have their settlement in Millis by the old 
town, has resulted after a thorough canvass of each case in 
placing three as settled in Medway, viz.: that of E. S. New, 
Mrs. David Owens, and Mrs. Julia Desper. The fourth, R. 
E. Savage, has no settlement in the state, but his wife and 
children are supposed to inherit her parents’ settlement in the 
town of Hopkinton, 
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The present rule requiring the indorsement of all bills by 
the selectmen is a source of great inconvenience to this 
board. A regulation making the overseers wholly responsi- 
ble for the proper use of the money granted for the support of 
the poor, and subject to their order alone, would be a great 
saving of time, 

In view of the difficulty in placing paupers in suitable 
families to board at reasonable rates, we desire to call the 
attention of the town to the matter of providing a place for 
their reception and care. We hope this subject will be fully 
considered at the annual meeting of the town. 

We recommend the sum of six hundred dollars as the 
appropriation for the coming year. 


Tuomas Harpine, Quverseers of the 
: Horatio Jones. Poor. 


Tue Grant anp ExrEnDITURES FOR THE Poor. 
The Town Granted $800.00. 
The Expenditures were as follows: 
For Mary A, Suumway. 


Paid Taunton Lunatic Homitals om Beard'te Jan. 1, FEB, $143 
For clothing, - 2 


$147 17 
For NATHAN ARNOLD. 
Paid Town of Medway, board four weeks,. « 7 + $10 co 
James R. Plympton, board toJuly16, 9. =. - 30:71 
Garity Brennan, board to September 12, . =. +29 50 
F. I. Howe, board to March 1, 1886, ey een 
L, D. Metcalf & Son, for one pair wool, é 2 a 8s 
Mrs. BE. A. Hill, for clothing, ~ 400 
John W. Tuttle, journey and expense to Woonsocket, 400 
—— $153 49. 
For A. W. AxpREws. 
Paid Town of Medway, board g weeks, $ 
Thos. Harding, board Aug. 9s 1885, to March 1, 1886, 
Less amount received of A. C. Andrews, 
$ 47 84 


For Mrs. Saran NewLanp. 


Paid John W. Tuttle, teamsete,, 9. =. . . «$2 
Gould & Co., for coal, . SE DG a eon, 
Charles La Croix, for one cord wood, 1250 
E. A. Daniels, medical services, 9. <=. =. 6.00 
james A. Gale, 8 00 


Thomas G. Welch, nursing, 9. 5 + 10.00 
Thomas Harding, wood and labor, | =; |. 3.00 
} W. Bachelor, rent to March 1, 1885,» 30.00 
jerry B. Daniels, telegram, TP os 25 
Spencer, cook stove, 1 .  . + + 700 
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THE REPORT OF THE ASSESSORS. 


Tue Assessors having completed their duties, beg to pre- 
sent the following report: 

‘The amount of taxable property has increased considera- 
bly over the estimated valuation of last year, and the prepa- 
rations making for building during the coming year, the in- 
creasing demand for, and the upward tendency of real estate, 
caused by the favorable rate of taxation, together with the 
healthfulness and natural advantages of our town, are very 
gratifying indications of prosperity. 

We desire to call your attention to the necessity of making 
a new valuation of all real estate in the town during the 
coming year, as we found many errors in the previous valua- 
tions, and doubtless a closer scrutiny would discover others. 
We found many acres of land that had not been assessed for 
several years, and since completing the assessment have dis- 
covered still more. 

The making of a new valuation will be an act of justice, 
both to the town and to the individual tax-payer, and the ex- 
pense will be small in comparison with the benefit to be de- 
rived. 

We would also recommend that the valuation for the 
coming year be printed in the town report. 

We present herewith a condensed statement of the taxation 
of the town, together with a table of aggregates of expendi- 
tures, valuation rate per cent., etc. : 


STATEMENT. 


The town grant, . < ¥ r A ‘a ¢ 5 x $5,200 00 

‘The state tax, 1 * 5 rs i B : ih ‘ fe 372 35 

REO AS On ee 263 76 

UNCCKCHPS TT Ey eb 2 Sik ie Meese ee aiemet ae 237 85 
Total amount to be raised, . « . . . . $6,072 86 

Val mofrealestate;. . 9 . . | . $3sziatx 00 

Valuation of personalestate,. . . |. $4254.00 
Totalvaluation, . . . , « $4r ‘60 00 

Amount assessed at the rate of $13.75 per thousand, 5,062 86 

Ambunt assessed on 205 polls at $2.00 ench, «410 00 

Additional polls, 4,tax, =... |. . 8 00 


Additional real estate, $350, tax,» 5 ws, 5 8 


$6,086 76 
i 
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THE REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER. 


Louis La Crorx, TREASURER, IN ACCU NT WITH THE Town oO MiLLts, Mass. 
Dr. 


American Loan and ‘Trust Co., borrowed money, $4,500 00 
a “ ue ry “ Bicod) od 
George W. Taft, old road scraper, . . . 50 00 
Sale of old townfarm, .  . |) ] 4,700 00 
American Loan and Trust Co., borrowed money, . 1,000 00 
W. P. Clark, borrowed money, OF tc RY 200 60 
Sale of Stony Plain wood lot, teehee 600 00 
Treasurer Commonwealth, bank and ‘corporation tax, 194 40 
“ , Lown of Medway, one-quarter money re- 
funded, account state aid, 185j,. =. 128 75 
“6 ‘Treasurer town of Medway, one-quarter money re- 
funded, account saldiers’ aid, 1884, 43 50 
“13. Treasurer of Norfolk County, dog tax returned, 98 48 
Town of Medway, for aid furnished by Poor De- 
EMS eg 4 135 17 
J.-H, Haines, collector, taxes of 1885, : | | 6, 34 67 
C. Andrews, for partial support of A.W. Andrews, 47 50 
ool committee tor tuition, « .  .  . 6 00 
School supplies returned, . 7 |) ]] 11 26 
For surrendered insurance policies on town farm, . 2 CO 
Auctioneer’s license, . . a * * . . 2 00 
J. H. Haines, Collector, interest collected on taxes, . 455 
Feb. 24. American Loan and Trust Co., interest on deposits 
(IGE Aa Gam clk Ra Dona pan ara 14 20 
$18,852 48 
1885. CR. a, 
May 1. Paid town of Medway in settlement, $4,500 00 
June 2, George W, Taft, road machine, is « 250 00 
“ Safeand book-cases,. , 9, | 176 25 
“8. Paid American Loan and Trust Co., bor- 
rbwelliononeyic Gb a) te 4)500 00 
Interest, . a 7 = & : $60 00 
Dec. 10, Town of Medway, one-quarter county tax 
BRO Roney) os" rere 263 76 
Town of Medway, one-quarter state tax, 
SEC or a eI al REE 371 25 
Dec. 26. Paid American Loan and Trust Co., bor- 
OENEGHOGUEH ec crai a) ip to 1,000 00 
inereatr oe ky ok 30 38 
1886. 
Jan. 20. Paid American Loan and Trust Co., bor= 
rowed’minneys | 2). ck 1,000 00 
ICL: (en ie Cs 23 44 
Feb. 1. Paid W. P. Clark, borrowed money,. . 200 00 
Interest, . . . . . . 2 60 
Total Interest, . . . : 116 42 
“ Taxes abated by the assessors, . | | 45-43 


“ Balance in Treasury Feb, 24, 1885, | | 1,650 13 
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Orders from Highway Department for 
year ending Feb. 24, 1886, - - , 
Orders from School Department for year 
ending Feb. 24,1886, - - . - 1,986 00 
Orders from Poor Department for year 


ending Feb. 24, 1886, . . . 650 67 
Orders from Fire Department for year end- 
ing Feb. 24, 1886, - . S A = 56 52 
Orders account Main Street river bridge, . 183 99 
ae “* Union Street,"‘Dingle Hole,” So 48 
“ “division line survey and 
bounds; {2 a pees | st Bene 99 60 
Orders account snow bills, 9. 33 28 
“on incidentalaccount, - - 821 23 
#0 forjefate aide mnie ear se 68 00 
$18,852 48 


Respectfully submitted, 
Louis La Crorx. Treasurer, 


Having examined the above account of the treasurer, I find the same to be 
correctly cast and with proper vouchers for expenditures as charged. 


J. B. Dantets, Auditor. 


THE REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK. 


The first year of the municipal existence of the town of 
Millis has closed. Our successes and failures (if any) are 
before us for consideration. 

In opening the official record of the new town, much un- 
official matter has been incorporated to make the records a 
complete history of the town to the present time. 

It may not be understood by all that the different records 
required to be kept by town clerks are always open to inspec- 
tion upon application. 

Much assistance may be rendered the clerk by seeing that 
correct reports of births and deaths. giving dates and names, 
are forwarded for record. 


Louris La Crorx, Town Clerk. 
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THE REPORT 


or 


THE SCHOOL ComMiITTEE. 


To Tue Crrizens or Mituis: Your School Committee 
beg leave respectfully to submit the following: Those to 
whom was committed the charge of the public schools imme- 
diately after their appointment met, March 3, 1885, and 
creniuzed by the choice of a chairman and secretary. When 
duly organized, they elected a superintendent of schools, 
who, under their direction, should have-the oversight and 
management of all the schools, and supervise their instruction. 
The care of the school property was distributed to the dif- 
ferent members of the committee, a list of text-books adopted, 
scale of weekly pay to teachers established, length of school 
year determined, and an estimate made of the appropriation 
needed from the town for all school expenses. At a subsequent 
meeting teachers were elected, truant officers appointed, and 
the time of opening and closing the three terms of school for the 
year determined. The committee met in convention with the 
school committee of Medway. March 26, 1885, and entered 
into an agreement to pay at the rate of twenty dollars per 
scholar per annum for instruction in the Medway High 
School. The committee fixed upon the last Monday even- 
ing of each month as the time for holding their regular meet- 
ing, and an agent was chosen to procure the necessary text- 
books for the public schools. 

In accordance with the new requirement of the Common- 
wealth, the committee provided books and ordered instruction 
given in all the schoolsin physiology, especially as to the in- 
jurious effects of alcohol, tobacco, and other narcotics upon 
the human system. This instruction has been given, awaken- 
ing greatinterest, and with the bestresults. Pupils from other 
towns have been allowed to attend our public schools ata fixed 
rate of tuition in the different grades. The committee adopted 
certain rules to be observed by pupils in the Medway High 
School, as follows: 
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Ruler. Each scholar must be punctual and constantin attendance, unless 
detained by some unavoidable circumstance which must be made known to 
the committee. 

Rule 2, Each pupil must pursue not less than three studies. 

Rule 3. No scholar shall be allowed to continue to attend the High School 
whose percentage for the term shall fall more than five per cent. below that 
required for admission. 

At a meeting of the committee, Jan. 18, 1886. the salary 
of the Superintendent of Schools was fixed at sixty dollars 

- per annum, and the salary of the School Book Agent at ten 
dollars per annum. Ata special meeting held Feb. 1, 1886, 

Voted, To instruct the Superintendent in writing his report, to suggest to 
the town the propriety of changing the old numerical designation of schools, 
to names of local history, No. 1 to be called the AnAMs Scttoor, No. 2, 
the Entice Scioor, and No. 3, the Dastert Scuoot. 

Voted, Yo recommend the appropriation of nineteen hundred dollars for 
the support of schools for the ensuing year 

At the regular meeting of the committee, held Feb. 22, 
1886, the time of commencing the spring term of schools was 
fixed at March 8, 1886, and the same teachers were reclected 
to fill respectively their present positions. 

In submitting this account of their doings, the committee 
desire to express their great satisfaction with the present con- 
dition of the public schools. And to say that they have been 
able to give to the chileren about their usual amount of weeks 
in the school year, and to continue all who wished to attend 
the Medway High School, in the enjoyment of its rare privi- 
leges. They are happy to report all bills paid on account of 
schools, up to Feb. 24, 1886, also that the expenses of the 
pupils in the Medway High School have been paid to the end 
of the term, April 3, 1886, and that there remains in the town 
treasury an unexpended balance of the appropriation for 
schools and school incidentals, to the amount of $31.26. 
And there is due from the town of Medway a proportionate 
part of the income of the State School Fund for 1885, amount- 
ing to $45.39- There is also an accumulated interest due on 
a small school fund, belonging to the Daniell School, of 
$12.00, making a total unexpended balance of $88.65. 

To these general statements is appended a report of the 
Superintendent, giving account of the schools with some sug- 
gestions. Very respectfully submitted, 


E. O. JAMEson, i The School Commitice 


A. L. Ware, 

Ja W. (CrarK; 
E. O. JAmEson, Chairman. 
A. L. Ware, Secretary. 


ae 
the Town of Millis, Mass. 


66 


Tue Report or THe SuperinTENpENT OF THE 
Pusric Scuoors. 


The Superintendent of Schools hereby respectfully sub- 
mits the following : The work of a wise supervision of schools 
and of public instruction is by no means unattended with diffi- 
culties and is much more arduous and responsible than is 
generally considered by the average citizen. ‘Ihis work has 
to do with the number, grade. studies, teachers, and instruc- 
tion of schools. To persuade public sentiment and bring” 
about just the right number of schools in any town, so there 
shall be neither too many nor too few for the economic use of 
the public money and the best educational advantage of the 
pupils, is a result impossible of being reached without en- 
countering many obstacles. To secure the wise grading of 
schools and the best classification of the pupils, calls for some- 
thing more than a consideration of how old, or how tall, or 
what is the nationality of pupils. This classification, the ar- 
rangement of the studies to be pursued in different schools and 
by different scholars, and the best methods of instruction, ren- 
der the work of superintendence one requiring experience and 
the best judgment. But with all these things wisely arranged, 
there is another feature of the work of superintendence more 
delicate and more difficult than all else, as it is of more im- 
portance. Some years of observation haye deepened the con- 
viction that the kind of a teacher has much to do with the char- 
acter and success of any school. The teacher, really, makes 
the school. This is the deliberate conclusion of your super- 
intendent at the end of more than twelve years’ experience in 
supervising public instruction. Butto secure in every school 
the right teacher is a matter attended with such peculiar difi- 
culties that there is a hesitation often to undertake changes. 
For a change may place, for the time, even a poorer teacher 
in the positton, and change after change becomes a necessity, 
meanwhile, of course, there must be incidental loss to the 
pupils. Then to have experienced teachers, somebody must 
make trial of those who have never taught,with the uncertainty 
of the experiment. This experiment naturally falls where 
the pay is smallest. Furthermore, with confidence that a cer- 
tain change will result favorably, and after a little, all will see 
the wisdom of dismissing one teacher and putting another in 
the position; yet it is a delicate thing to do, to terminate the 
services of an old teacher and bring in a new one, and parents 
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are at first sometimes very condemnatory of such action. Yet 
all these and a hundred other things must be done in the work 
of a wise supervision of schools, so that the work is far from 
easy and sometimes far from pleasant. This is to bespeak 
the kind consideration of all for whoever may be called at any 
time to this service. Generously allow him to act his best 
judgment inall matters committed to him, give to him the 
most cordial coéperation, and be sparing of all unnecessary 
criticisms, and the public schools will have a great advantage. 

Tn pursuance of the yote of the school committee as given 
above, the superintendent will here suggest and commend to 
the town the propriety of changing the numerical designation 
of the schools for names of early local histor This may be 
urged for many substantial reasons, among which are the fol- 
lowing : : 

The time for such a change is most fitting. We are now 
beginning the history of a new town and writing a new record. 

This change will rear monuments in the town to the 
memory of those who first dwelt here, and perpetuate their 
names. Such designation will be more convenient to use in 
speaking or writing and have a much better appearance also 
when printed, There is more of meaning and of beauty in a 
name than in a number. 

Then there are particular historical reasons for the names 
suggested viz. : 

Tt is a fact of our local history that the first public school 
in this locality was taught in the house of Dea. Peter Adams, 
and the first school-teacher was his wife, Mrs. Experience 
Adams. There is, therefore, an eminent propriety in calling 
School No. 1, the ApAms Scuoou. 

It is also a matter of history that the first settler in that 
part of Millis known as Rockville was John Ellice. He was 
one of the committee appointed in 1672 ‘+ To treat and con- 
clude with John Boggastow,” the chief of the Natick Indians, 
the purchase of lands on this side of the Charles River and was 
the first proprietor of the site of the school-house and all the 
lands in that vicinity and hence it is reasonable to name 
School No. 2, the Exiice Scnoou. 

And furthermore it is a fact of local history that the first 
school-master on this side of the river, and the owner of lands 
along the Boggastow Brook, was Joseph Daniell, and it is 
highly proper that to him should be awarded the honor of a 
remembrance as the first school-master and proprietor of lands 
in that region, so that School No. 3, may very properly be 
named the DanreLi Scuoot. There is also an additional 
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reason which may be given viz., this school has a small 
fund held in perpetual trust, the income only to be expended, 
which was given by a descendant of this same Joseph Daniell. 
Tn anticipation of the probable action of the town, the Super- 
intendent in making mention of the different schools in this 
report may be allowed to use these appropriate designations. 

In the future growth of our population and the establish- 
ment of yet other schools, these names on the pages of our 
first annual report will suggest that there are yet other names 
of local history, a goodly list from which to select, in the 
designation of new schools as they are established in the 
days to come. There might be the Fairbanks School in honor 
of the first settler within our limits: the Deming School, 
named for the first minister; and the Bucknam chool, in 
honor of the second minister, whose pastorate extended over 
a period of seventy years. There are many other names 
such as Barber, Bullard, Clark, Fisher, Harding. Hill, 
Metcalf, Partridge, Richardson, Rockwood. Thompson, 
worthy of alike honor and remembrance. So that, should the 
town grow to the dimensions of a large city, historic names 
would not be wanting wherewith to designate the public 
schools without resorting to a classical dictionary as was the 
case, we are told, in giving names to the towns in the State of 
New York. 

In speaking of the schools tor the year past, the most seri- 
ous defect is to be found in the attendance: this, in many 
instances, has been very irregular. Work at home or visiting 
out of town to be done in term time has disfigured the schoul 
record with quite too many marks for tardiness and absence. 

This defect can be remedied by the parents using 
greater care to have children at school in season and 
placing more value on education than on work or pleasure. 

In one school where the enrollment was forty-two pupils, 
and the school year thirty-five weeks, there were twenty-two 
pupils kept from school for work from one to fourteen weeks 
each, making an aggregate of one hundred and thirty-eight 


weeks, and an average of nearly seven weeks for each of the 
twenty-two pupils. The effect of such irregular attendance 


upon the scholarship of the pupil and upon the school is 
manifestly detrimental. Too many of the schools suffer 
somewhat in this way, but not to the same degree. By in- 
vestigation it is found that children are kept out for work 
largely in the late spring or in the early autumn, hence the 
committee have thought it wise to arrange the terms so as to 
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accommodate, as far as possible, those parents who need the 
services of their children. 

The discipline in the schools has advanced within the year 
and is now well up to all that can be desired. The instruc- 
tion given is made thorough, interesting, and highly educat- 
ing, the aim being not only to put the pupil in possession of 
knowledge, but Aes to train the mental Ficulties for use, so 
that the child may have the ability to think as well as to state 
facts printed in books. ‘ 

Much is done by way of oral and general exercises to 
awaken enthusiasm and break up the monotony of school rou- 
tine. Many children find term time is more pleasurable even 
than vacation, because their studies and school exercises are 
made so interesting. The little girl expressed what many 
felt, when she said at the close of the term, ‘I rather go to 
school than to stay at home.” 

Theschools are not large in the number of pupils, so that 
in most cases others might be accommodated, and this has led 
the committee to admit any who might wish to come from 
other towns, by paying a small tuition. The aggregate en- 
rollment for the past year is one hundred and twenty-five, ex- 
clusive of thirteen enrolled in Medway High School, making 
a total of one hundred and thirty-eight pupils in the town who 
have attended school, more or less, during the year. The 
pupils between five and fifteen years, enrolled by the assessors, 
number one hundred and eight. 


THE ADAMS SCHOOL. 
Grammar DerartMENT. EnroiimMent, 26 Purins. 
School Year, 358 weeks. Salary, $353.40. 
Miss Susan E. McLann, Teacuer. 


List of Pupils. 


Armstrong, Mabel Hall, Frank W. O'Donnell, John F. 
Bartlett, Reuel E- Hall, Frederick J. O'Donnell, Margaret L. 
Cassidy, Susie M. Hamilton, William L. Shea, Joseph J. 

Clark, Bessie F. Harding, Frank S. Shea, Mary G. 

Clark, Frank R- Henry, John L. Steer, Tobias 

Collins, William F. Keenan, Annie J, Steer, Willie W. 
Daniels, Cora M. Kingsbury, George C. Stevens, Josie S: 
Daniels, Frederick N. Lovell, Susie W. ‘Trufant, Blanche W. 


Daniels, Ida 1. McMahan, Catherine BE. 
Fisher, George K. Morse, Myrtievera B. 
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There have been admitted to the Medway High School 
one pupil from the Adams School and one pupil from the 
Ellice Schoo! during the year. The destruction of the facto- 
ries in Rockville by fire threw many of the inhabitants out of 
employment, so that there have been frequent removals from 
the place. This has greatly reduced the number of pupils in 
the Ellice School. While there has been good work done in all 

, the schools, there has been the greatest perceptible improve- 
ment made in the Daniell School, and in the Primary Depart- 
ment of the Adams School. It is proper, perhaps, to men- 
tion those scholars who have somewhat excelled in prompt 
and constant attendance. 


Tue ADAMS ScHooL 


Grammar Department.—Misses Susie W. Lovell, Josie S. Stevens, 
Mabel Armstrong, Bessie F. Clark, Ida I. Daniels, and Masters Fred. J. Hall, 
George C. Kingsbury, William L. Hamilton. 

Primary Depariment.— Misses Gertrude Adams, Grace Adams, Carrie B. 
Andrews, Emily Newell, Beulah Glidden, Anna McMahan, Lizzie O'Donnell, 
Ella W. Shes, Hannah Ware, Mary Owen, and Masters Herbert Frink, Eddie 
McDonough, Martin McDonough, Frank Shannon, Nathaniel Glidden, Willie 
MeMahan, Joseph Frink, Edgar Hall, George Obst, Joseph Obst. 


Tar Exxice Scuoor. 


Misses Gertrude Rogers, Keziah H. Swarman, Maggie Ryan, Bridget Keefe, 
Jennie W. Daniels, Carrie S. Ingraham, and Masters Timothy McCarty, Harry 
daines, Jerry Ryan, Thomas Keefe, Frank Hutchinson, Frank Clark, 


THe Danrett Scuoor., 


Misses Luella M. Follansbee, Eliza J- Demery, Musette C_ Follansbee, Fan- 
nie E, Clark, Lois La Croix, Ellen M: , and Masters Patsy D. Hagerty, 


Henry Adams, George F @ R. Clark, Percy Daniels, Peter 
Hagerty, and Jason Daniels. 


THE MEDWAY HIGH SCHOOL. 
School Year, 40 weeks. Enrollment Srom Millé:, 13 Pupils. 
F. E. Brooks, A. M., Princrpar. 
List of Pupils from Millis, 


The Class of 1835. The Class of 1888, 
Daniels, Charles H. Clark, Elste L. 
Stevens, Etta S. Fisher, Herbert C. 
Stewart, Florence I. McMahan, John 

Partridge, Charles H. 

ACL OF IESG: Richardson, Edith M. 
Clark, Amy J. 

Clark, John F. The Class of 1889. 
Clark Mary A. Fisher, George K. 
The Clase of 1887. Swarman, Keziah. 


Clark, Ernest N. 
Richardson, Harry T. 
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iva pupils have been admitted, four have-left the school, nd eight 
lance. The average members 


pupil, or 
the two schools per pupil, $5.04 for the year, or $13 per pupil per week. 


THE STUDENTS FROM MILLIS 


IN 


Tue Hicuer Institutions or Leaunto. 


Danrexs, ARTHUR H.. Class of 1887, Olivet College, Mich. 
Jameson, Carotine C., Class of 1888, Smith College, Mass. 
RicHarpson, EVAN F., Class of 1888, Agricultural College, Mass. 
Surrx, Exta, Class of 1888, Dean Academy, Mass. 

Spencer, Henry F., Class of 1888, Boston University, Mass. 
Srewarr, FLorence I., Class of 1889, Boston University. 
Waker, Mary W., Class of 1886, Northfield Seminary, Mass. 


Among the results of a High School made accessible to 
the pupils of the town is a fine representation from our little 
community in the colleges and higher institutions of learning, 
and a respectable contribution to the culture, ability, and in- 
fluence of the learned professions. We have occasion to con- 
gratulate ourselves that so many students are in a course of 
liberal education, taking honorable rank in scholarship from 
the town in the first year of its history. 


Tue Text-Booxs, 


The town came in possession of school books in use at the 
date of incorporation; there has been expended $110.09 for 
books and supplies, of these purchases at least forty dollars’ 
worth of school books and supplies are on hand, besides the 
different school-houses being well stocked with books in use. 


Tue ScHoor-Houses. 
The three school-houses are in a good condition, and, with their furnish- 
ings, valued at $6,130. 


‘s and Suppli : 
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Paid to W. E. Codding, for repairs on clock, Be her Re, 
} Aldrich, Lae “ TESTES As 
oN: Eitke,forprinting, © | 2) 00) ag - 395 
Witz are: for teaming coal and sundries, | B gr 
Willard P. Clark, for insurance, "1 24 00 
7. M. Daniels, for repairs on school-house, | 9 20 
L. D. Metcalf & Son, for feather dusters, 5 eae, 
E. A. Daniels, m. p., for Vaecination-examinations, 5 50 
Mrs. A. Spellman, for cleaning school-house,,  _ 337 
George K. Fisher, © 2 Has Or s 
Mrs. MeCarty, ees “ sea pea 
Mrs. Ellen Powers, © + He 5 2 40 
E, O. Jameson, for expresses, school report, ett, 12 20 
Total for schoolincidentals, . . .  . $ 249 37 


THe Exrenpiture ror SaLaries, 


Paid to E. O. Jameson, for superintendence, . | $60 00 


EO. Jameson. forbook agency, . | | 7 po 8 
Toller Salanes, 7 oe $70 00 
Total expenditure, , F : 3 é : $r.074 74 
The unexpended balance of appropriation, | $25 26 


Tue Summary, 


The appropriation for all school purposes, sae) RUaepaoioat 
The income from the State School Fund. due from Medway, 45 39 
‘The amount received for tuition. ky Sa 1 a 6 wo 
‘The unexpended interest of the Daniell Fund, | | * 7 12 00 
Total avails, - . | $2063 39 
Paid for teaching, tee - = $4,381 6y 
Paid for care of school-houses, ean 106 25 
PaldHon ticles samen neer ean plore 57 39 
Paid for books and supplies, LS i ners 110 09 
Paid for all school incidentals, | ! | : 249 37 
Paid for sulary of Book Agent, | | 2 | ° 10 00 
Paid for salary of Superintendent, | |. 60 00 | 
$1974 74 
‘Total unexpended balance. es Moy Wena S $88 65 


During the last year four weeks were added to the school year of the Pri- 
mary Department of the Adams School, and three weeks were added to the 
school year of the Daniell School by private beneficence. 
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Tur ConcLupinc REMARKs. 


In retiring from the superintendence of the public schools 
and from the school committee, I beg leave to acknowledge 
the honor conferred by the town in my election as the first 
member of the school committee in the new municipality of 
Millis. I wish also to express my high appreciation of 
the gentlemen placed with me on the school committee of the 
town, and of the honor conferred by them in the choice of their 
chairman, and also in the election of the Superintendent of the 
schools. The uniform courtesy extended by these gentlemen, 
the harmony that has prevailed in all our associated action, 
the consideration and faithful attention paid by all teachers 
under my direction, and the universal respect manifested by 
the pupils while I have had the supervision of their in- 
struction, it is my pleasure gratefully to acknowledge, and to 
treasure among the delightful reminiscences of the past year. 


Very respectfully submitted, 
E. O. JAMEson, 
Superintendent of the Public Schools. 
Mitts, Mass., Feb. 24, 1886, 
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THE REPORT OF THE AUDITOR. 


Under the present system by which the various accounts 
are kept it is impossible, without the expenditure of a great 
amount of time for the Auditor to report the exact expense of 
each department, as many of the bills rendered to the town 
for materials do not specify at what place, or date, or for 
what purpose such materials were delivered. 

A separate account should also be kept with each person 
aided by the town, and the accounts should not be kept under 
one general head as they are at present. A proper system 
would show at a glance just the amount expended for each 
person so aided, avoiding the necessity, now existing, of 
sifting them from the ledger. 

Each board of town officers should keep a detailed record 
of all orders, with amounts of same, given by them on the 
town treasurer, andincorporate the same in their annual reports. 
More pains should be taken by persons having bills against 
the town to specify particularly the different items for which 
such bills are supposed to be a proper voucher, and to name 
to whom or hy whose order such things are delivered. 

A little care and attention on the part of the people will 
greatly aid the Auditor in his endeavor to make his report not 
only correct but intelligible to all. 


J. B. Daniets, Audrtor. 


